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ANNEXURE A

Element Name
Other Names

Element Name
Other Names
Element Name

Element Name
Other Names
Element Name
Other Names
Element Name
Other Names
Element Name
Other Names

1
2

INVENTORY SHEET NO. 1
Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve
Lots 1,2,3 and 4 DP847750
Also known as Bungaree Noragh Point as early as 1861

1

INVENTORY SHEET NO. 2
Norah Head Lightstation Precinct

Including paths, steps, fences, gates and carpark
Also known as Bungaree Noragh Point as early as 1861

2

INVENTORY SHEET NO. 3
Lighthouse; Lighthouse Annex; Signal House /
Flag Locker; Flagstaff, Flagstaff Pad and Stay
Anchors.
INVENTORY SHEET NO. 4
Head Light Keeper’s Quarters

Cottage 3 ; Head Lighthouse Keeper’s Residence

INVENTORY SHEET NO. 5
Assistant Light Keeper’s Quarters- Eastern
Cottage 2; AKQs

INVENTORY SHEET NO. 6
Assistant Light Keeper’s Quarters – Western
Cottage 1; AKQs

INVENTORY SHEET NO. 7
Former Stables
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Using these Inventory Datasheets:
The information provided by the following is intended to supplement the Conservation
Management Plan 2017 (CMP), not summarise or replace it. As such these Inventory
Sheets are to be read in conjunction with the whole of the CMP, particularly sections:
1.4 Curtilage for the
Lightstation.

Views are to be protected and enhanced.

Image 7: Norah Head
Lightstation 1903.

Protect original character.

2.3 Site Elements and
Physical Conditions.
2.11 Existing Controls
and Guidelines.

Note the requirements and guidelines provided by the Burra
Charter.
The NSW Office of Heritage and Environment, Heritage
Division should be consulted and informed of any likely
conflicts in order to determine with that office acceptable
compromises if required, prior to seeking approvals.

3.4 Condition and
Integrity
3.7 Significance
Grading of Elements.

Note levels of significance and contribution.
Exceptional; High; Moderate; Little; Neutral and Intrusive.

3.7 Significance
Grading of Elements.

ELEMENTS AND THEIR RELATIVE SIGNIFICANCE.

3.8 Materials, Colours
and Character.
3.9 Intrusive Elements.
4.8 Maintenance,
Conservation
And Reconstruction

Know the difference.

4.9 Services Upgrades
4.10 Future New
Buildings and
Structures
ALL OF SECTION 5.

Policies 1 to 65 inclusive.

ALL OF SECTION 6.

Management

And the Management
Plan 2017.

Also, Note areas for potential development.
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These numbers for elements within the Norah Head Lightstation precinct are used in the
Inventory Sheets below. Note, some fences have changed and the recent new toilet building is not
shown -See image below.
Source: from CMP 2000 Suters from Lucas, Stapleton & Partners 1995

Aerial view of Lightstation precinct (new toilet amenities & roof tiles).

Source: Department of Industry – Land & Forestry, Nearmaps 29th April 2017.
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Element Name

INVENTORY SHEET NO. 1
Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve
Lots 1,2,3 and 4 DP847750

Other Names

Also known as Bungaree Noragh Point as early as 1861

Consideration
Type of Place

A Crown Reserve. A Cultural and Natural Reserve. A coastal
headland accommodating Built Heritage.

Associations

Norah Head and Norahville, the Central Coast Council LGA, the
Guringai and Darkinjung people and their ancestors, the Norah
Head ‘Headland Environmental Trust’ and Coast Care
Volunteers, the story of Pt Perpendicular and Cape Byron
Lighthouses and east coast maritime history.

Curtilage

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is bounded by the
beaches and rock platform to the east with the Bush Street
Reserve, Gravelly Beach Reserve and Young Street Reserve to
the West. The image belong shows the red outline of the Norah
Head Lighthouse Reserve. Approximate area, 15.6 hectares.

Location on site

Image 1.1 - This Inventory Item is the whole site.
Source: NSW Government sixmaps
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Image 1.2 the lightstation group
Source: NSW Government sixmaps

Description
Construction

A Lighthouse, Keepers’ Residences, stores, workshops and
stables, using thickly rendered precast concrete blocks and
terracotta roof tiles, apart from the tower roof, all completed
1903. Only the Lighthouse was painted. Externally the buildings
have a smooth finish with tooled lines defining a large block
stretcher bond construction. The lines and the actual blocks do
not always align. The keeper's cottages are aesthetically
attractive, simply detailed residences, with elements of the
suburban Federation Bungalow architectural style, adapted to
the exposed site.
Also constructed, a roadway, road edge bollards, drainage,
power reticulation, water supply, infrastructure, sewer, roadway
gates, rails, erosion control, fences and gates, timber steps
down to the rock platform, walking trails, signs, interpretative
signs, memorial to maritime history, carpark with kerb, guttering,
area lighting and recently a toilet amenities block. A gravel
quarry (now closed and under rehabilitation).
The lighthouse is associated with the work of James Barnet and
the NSW Colonial Architect's Office in that he adopted the style
of Greenway's original Macquarie lighthouse and made it the
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basis of the NSW style until 1903 when Norah Head lighthouse
was the last of that style constructed.3
Modifications

Additions

1902

Initial major clearing of vegetation from parts of the
site prior to constructing the Lighthouse complex.

1923

The concentric wick burner inside the tower lens
was replaced by a Ford-Schmidt kerosene burner
increasing light output.

1961

The light was converted to an electric source
increasing light output.

c.1960

The Stables were converted to a garage.

c.1970’s

Assistant Keepers’ duplex, ancillary buildings and
Stables re roofed in grey concrete tiles over lining
boards. Perhaps chimneys were demolished at the
same time.

date

Memorial constructed, seating and picnic shelters
constructed.

Recently a visitors’ toilet amenities building has been
constructed in the vicinity of the stable.

Image 1.3 New visitors’ toilet amenities 2016
Historical notes

3

Ten wrecks occurred in the area of Norah Head over the years
1894 to 1903. One of the last acts of the Newcastle Marine
Board, prior to its abolition, was to recommend the construction
of a lighthouse at Norah Head. Responsibility for lighthouses
then passed to the Public Works Department. As a result of the
1887 Board of Inquiry into the Civil Service, the design of

NSW Heritage Listing
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lighthouses was partly transferred from the Colonial Architects
Office to the Harbours and Rivers Navigation Branch.
Construction of the lighthouse began in 1901 and was
undertaken by day labour. Materials for the lighthouse were
brought by boat into Cabbage Tree Harbour and unloaded onto
a wharf which had been constructed for this purpose. The
lighthouse was completed in 1903. In April 1993, Norah Head
was one of only 18 staffed lightstations in Australia administered
by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA). The
Lighthouse was automated and de staffed in 1994. The
Lighthouse reserve was then transferred to NSW Department of
Land and Water Conservation. The site is now managed by the
Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Trust. The place was listed as
an Item of State Significance in April 2007.4
The light was officially opened on 15 November 1903, and its
construction declared "a matter of congratulation among
seafaring men", whose agitation for over thirty years had finally
borne fruit. Although the light was recorded as being visible for
18 miles, the Newcastle Morning Herald, reporting the opening
of the lighthouse, noted that its flash could be seen from the
cliffs of Newcastle, some 25 miles away.5
Physical
description

Norah Head Lighthouse is located on an eastern extremity of
the coastline between Budgewoi and The Entrance. On the
Toukley 1:25 000 topographic mapsheet the site can be located
at grid coordinates 3 67 500E. 63 16 400N. At this point site
visibility from the topographic surface occurs from north west
through to south west.
The lighthouse site is known cadastrally as lots 1-4 in DP
847750 in the Parish of Wallarah and the County of
Northumberland within the Central Coast Local Government
Area.
The site upon which the lighthouse is located sits upon a rocky
outcrop of Munmorah Conglomerate geology, whilst adjacent to
the outcrop to the west aeolian dunes occur. Vegetation facing
east through to south west on the country rock is a closed
heathland which is wind sheared by the constant south easterly
winds but on the more sheltered northerly slopes the geology
supports littoral rainforest. Although only small remnants now
remain the vegetation is important because of the presence of a

4
5

NSW Heritage Listing
CMP2000 History by Rosemary Melville, Hunter History Consultants, refer to the Annexures here.
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vulnerable species. The perched sand dunes support an open
shrubland.6
Condition

The place is in a sound condition and in many respects
significantly improved on its condition in 1999. Maintenance is
required.

Integrity

The integrity as representative of its original state is moderate to
high. The flagstaff requires reconstruction, signal house/flag
locker requires work and meaningful interpretation, a toilet
amenities block has been added, chimneys have been
removed, concrete roof tiles have been installed, fences have
changed location and style.
The carpark is located on the south west side of the rise, before
the view to the lightstation group, the new public toilets have
been carefully located outside the major sightlines, all major
components of the place are still in reasonable condition and
some interpretation has been put in place. Weed management
and erosion control measures have made a positive impact on
the place.

Intrusions

Signs; additional fencing and rails, car parking; scrub regrowth
screening views to the lighthouse group and out from the
lighthouse group. The visual impact (although minimised by
planning location) of the new toilet amenities building.

photographs

The Reserve offers diversity that is not conveyed by just a few
photographs however the following allow an initial impression
which it true to the place.

Image 1.4 looking north Lighthouse and
rock platform

6

Image 1.5 Headkeeper’s Residence
and more Reserve beyond

CMP2000 Ecological Analysis by Robert Payne ES&M 2000, refer to the Annexures here.
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Image 1.6 Looking south west across
the rock platform to the lighthouse

Image 1.7 managed walking trails and
education in the Reserve

Image 1.8 Car and bus parking area
removed from critical view corridors

Image 1.9 new pathways separating
overnight and day visitors, safer access

Significance
Current listings
and recognition

Norah Head Lightstation Precinct,
NSW Heritage Listed Item 01753, Heritage Act 1977.
Former Wyong LEP 2013, item 43.
National Trust of Australia, Register number 4556.

Previous
assessments

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan, Norah Head
Lighthouse Reserve and, Bush Street, Young Street and
Gravelly Beach Reserves Norah Head NSW prepared on behalf
of the Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Trust and Wyong Shire
Council (now Central Coast Council) May 2016 by Insite
Heritage.
Norah Head Lightstation, Norah Head NSW Conservation
Management Plan by Suters Architects 2000 (endorsed 2004)
with a Plan of Management, both for the Department of Land
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and Water Conservation.This CMP included the Archaeological
Assessment of the place by Sue Effenberger, Prisma
Archaeology.
Norah Head lightstation Conservation Management Plan by
Clive Lucas Stapleton & Partners 1995.
Report no 26 – on Historical Classifications of Lightstations by
David Nash, 1979.
Comparative
significance

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is comparable to the
Cape Byron Headland Reserve in its history, development,
accessibility, uses and management. Cape Byron has been
acknowledged as a model for joint community and government
participation in managing a cultural site.
Overall, nineteen Lighthouses in NSW are included in the
Register of the National Estate (RNE). The lighthouse at Point
Perpendicular (RNE 001619), was the first to be constructed
using precast concrete blocks. The precast block construction
was subsequently used at Cape Byron (1901) and Norah Head
(1903). The Cape Byron complex consists of a lighthouse tower
with store rooms at base, a head keeper's cottage and an
assistant keepers’ duplex. Sugarloaf Point was the first major
lighthouse designed by Barnet.
The Norah Head Lighthouse is representative of the classical
style and form that developed from Francis Greenway's South
Head Lighthouse (1818) and was used by James Barnet at
Sugarloaf Point 1875. The buildings contain the elaborate
stormwater and sullage systems typical of the work of Barnet
and Harding.7
Norah Head Lightstation complex is very similar to Cape Byron.
Norah Head’s lantern was three times as powerful as that at
Byron Bay which was opened only two years previously.

Aboriginal
Cultural
significance

The Reserves, which form Norah Head, are associated with
Bungaree, an Aboriginal man of historical significance and thus
the Norah Head area is of very high cultural significance to the
local Aboriginal Community.8

NSW Heritage Listing
INSITE Heritage, page 6 report ‘Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan Norah Head
Lighthouse Reserve…’, 2016 for NHLRT and WSC
7
8
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The National Parks and Wildlife Act stipulates the requirements
for respecting and protecting this significance.
Recent studies have collated previous finding, carried out
further investigations and identified areas within the Reserve
that are culturally sensitive.
The Reserve possesses archaeological potential to inform on
how the Aboriginal people of the central coast and hinterland
used and valued the place.
NSW Heritage
Assessment
Criteria
a)
cultural or
natural history

Assessment

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is of high historical and
ongoing cultural value to the indigenous members of the local
community, their non-indigenous friends and the wider Central
Coast area. The Reserve also has a rich diversity of flora and
fauna.
The construction of the Lighthouse in 1902-1903 was an
important and effective navigational aid in local and broader
maritime history of Australia’s coastline. It was one of three
lighthouses project and the last of an era. It survives relatively
intact. It is in close proximity to major NSW population centres
and is easily accessed.

b)
a special
association with
a person or their
works

c)
aesthetic,
creative or
technical
achievement

The site has special association with the life of Bungaree (17751830), an Aboriginal man and Elder.
The construction of the Norah Head Lightstation is directly
associated with the history of the NSW Government (post
Federation) and Charles Harding, a specialist lighthouse
architect in NSW and his Engineer-in-Chief, Cecil Darley.
James Barnet has claimed an influence over the designs. He
was responsible for Sugarloaf Pt Lighthouse and many others,
as the Colonial Architect.
The Reserve has a special and notable bushland aesthetic.
The Headland, rock platform and beaches presents a special
landscape from the land and the sea, particularly with the sun
on the white Lighthouse and Quarters, the later roofed in
terracotta.
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The design of the tower, base, the living quarters and ancillary
buildings has a high aesthetic value in its location and setting,
displaying both classical and bungalow style influences in its
detail and materials. The outlook to and from the place is highly
valued by the community and visitors.
The installation of specialised catadioptric lens, light source and
reliable, frictionless rotation equipment, still in working order is
of high technical significance. The use of clever water storage
and sullage systems, locally precast concrete construction is of
high to moderate, interesting technical significance.
d)
social, cultural
or spiritual
association

The Guringai and Darkinjung people (and their ancestors) place
a high cultural value to the place and have a history of use and
community, relating to the place.
The place has good visitation rates that are constantly growing.
The place offers retreat to overnight guests.
The Central Coast community is proud to display and promote
the Reserve and Lightstation group, often using its logo graphic
and photographs of the place to promote the area.

e)
potential for
research,
archaeology
and
understanding

The Reserve has archaeological potential for Aboriginal
occupation and culture, with a number of studies already
undertaken. Areas around the Lightstation are considered
‘disturbed’. The buildings offer potential for understanding the
construction techniques at the turn of last century.
The stories of Light Keepers, their families and passing
seafarers, offer insights into a moderate but still significant
social history.

f)
rarity or
endangered
aspects

The Norah Head Lighthouse, Quarters and ancillary buildings
are rare for their technology, construction and intact state,
despite being one of three built in quick succession. It is rare for
its easy access from Sydney and other population centres.
It is also significant as part of a coastal network of Lighthouses
covering many types, technologies and decades.
The Reserve includes endangered habitat, endangered flora
and fauna. It requires ongoing care, maintenance and
protection.
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g)
representative,
demonstrating
the principal
characteristics
of a class of
place

The Lighthouse and the group of functional buildings is
representative of a style and class of buildings in NSW reaching
back to James Barnet’s replacement lighthouse for Francis
Greenway’s sandstone Macquarie Lighthouse 1816-1818 at
Dunbar Head, near the entrance to Port Jackson, Sydney
Harbour. Barnet designed a tower similar to the original, lit in
1883. He added his Barnet touches which have been carried
through many designs along the NSW coast.
Norah Head followed Cape Byron and Point Perpendicular
Lightstations in the use of the rendered pre-cast concrete
blocks. Although nearly 800 kilometres apart, the plans and
details for the buildings for Cape Byron and Norah Head are
very similar. Norah Head used a superior lamp.

Statement of Significance
The Reserve and surrounding environment is associated with the spiritual and
cultural history of the local Guringai and Darkinjung people. Norah Head is
significant for the knowledge they hold here, for the archaeological evidence and
research potential of the site.
Norah Head has ecological significance as a habitat for threatened species and as
an example of remnant littoral rainforest. It is a fragile environment.
The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is significant as the culmination of a period
of lighthouse construction along the NSW coast from 1858 to 1903. The lighthouse
is similar in style and construction to Cape Byron (1901) and Point Perpendicular
(1899) and these make a significant group. The classical style and form of the
Norah Head Lighthouse and annexe developed from Francis Greenway's South
Head Light and James Barnet's Sugarloaf Lighthouse is significant. The
construction method using locally precast concrete blocks, then rendered was an
innovative technique at the time that may have been introduced by Charles
Assinder Harding, architect with the newly formed Public Works Department. The
lightstation with lightkeepers’ cottages, record the occupation of the site, lifestyle
and the work of manning and maintaining the lighthouse from 1903 until c1984.
The lighthouse is a prominent landmark that stands in stark contrast to the
surrounding environment.
The Reserve, lighthouse, lightstation group of buildings, the surrounding bushland
and marine environment are held in high esteem by the community and local
mariners.
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INVENTORY SHEET NO. 2
Element Name

Norah Head Lightstation Precinct
Including paths, steps, fences, gates and carpark

Other Names

The Lighthouse.
Also known as Bungaree Noragh Point as early as 1861.

9

Consideration
Type of Place

A Crown Reserve. A Cultural and Nature Reserve. A coastal
headland accommodating Built Heritage. A coastal maritime
safety aid. A Lightstation or Lighthouse Group.

Associations

Norah Head and Norahville, the Central Coast Council LGA, the
Guringai and Darkinjung people and their ancestors, the Norah
Head ‘Headland Environmental Trust’ and Coast Care
Volunteers, the story of Pt Perpendicular and Cape Byron
Lighthouses and east coast maritime history.

Curtilage

The Norah Head Lighthstation Precinct is surrounded by the
remainder of the Reserve. The precinct is perceived as the area
defined by paths, fences, open cut lawns and buildings. The
curtilage is the extents of the whole reserve, including
consideration for sightlines and view corridors into and out of
the lightstation precinct.

Location on site

Image 2.1 - This Inventory Item is a portion of the whole listed
Crown reserve site.
Source for the base diagram: Lucas Stapleton & Partners 1995.
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Image 2.2 the lightstation precinct shown shaded inside the dashed line.
Source: NSW Government sixmaps

Area within red line
approx. 1.285 ha.
Length of red line
approx. 838m

This Inventory Item is the former operational area of the
Lighthouse and supporting infrastructure
NSW Government sixmaps

Description
Construction

The Lighthouse, Keepers’ Residences, stores, workshops and
stables, using thickly rendered precast concrete blocks and
terracotta roof tiles, apart from the tower roof, all completed
1903. Only the Lighthouse was painted. Externally the buildings
have a smooth finish with tooled lines defining a large block
stretcher bond construction. The lines and the actual blocks do
not always align. The keeper's cottages are aesthetically
attractive, simply detailed residences, with elements of the
suburban Federation Bungalow architectural style, adapted to
the exposed site.
The lighthouse is associated with the work of James Barnet and
the NSW Colonial Architect's Office in that he adopted the style
of Greenway's original Macquarie lighthouse and made it the
basis of the NSW style until 1903 when Norah Head lighthouse
was the last of that style constructed (from the Listing).

9

NSW Heritage Listing
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Modifications

1902

Initial major clearing of vegetation from parts of the
site prior to constructing the Lighthouse complex.

1923

The concentric wick burner inside the tower lens
was replaced by a Ford-Schmidt kerosene burner
increasing light output.
Head Keeper’s terracotta roof tiles renewed.

1961

The light was converted to an electric source
increasing light output.

c.1960

The Stables were converted to a garage.
Window sills raised in Quarters kitchens.

c.1970’s

Assistant Keepers’ duplex, ancillary buildings and
Stables re roofed in grey concrete tiles over lining
boards. Perhaps chimneys were demolished at the
same time?

After 2000

Memorial constructed, seating and picnic shelters
constructed.

After 2000

Verandah Tiles replaced on west verandah
Assistant keeper’s west (Cottage 1)

2017

All terracotta roof tiles replaced.

2017-2018

All terracotta verandah floor tiles replaced with
metric vitrified floor tiles (portions of terracotta
areas retained for display purposes).

Additions

2016
2016

New public amenities.
New post and rail fences.

Historical notes

The lighthouse was completed in 1903. In April 1993, Norah
Head was one of only 18 staffed lightstations in Australia
administered by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority
(AMSA). The Lighthouse was automated and de staffed in
1994. The Lighthouse reserve was transferred to the NSW
Department of Land and Water Conservation. The site is now
managed by the Norah Head Lighthouse Trust. The place was
listed as an Item of State Significance in April 2007.10

10

NSW Heritage Listing
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The light was officially opened on 15 November 1903, and its
construction declared "a matter of congratulation among
seafaring men", whose agitation for over thirty years had finally
borne fruit. Although the light was recorded as being visible for
18 miles, the Newcastle Morning Herald, reporting the opening
of the lighthouse, noted that its flash could be seen from the
cliffs of Newcastle, some 25 miles away.11
Physical
description

The site upon which the lighthouse is located sits upon a rocky
outcrop of Munmorah Conglomerate geology, whilst adjacent to
the outcrop to the west aeolian dunes occur.
The Lightstation includes the light tower, its annex and base,
the living quarters and ancillary buildings.

Condition

The place is in a sound condition and in many respects
significantly improved on its condition in 1999. Maintenance is
required.

Integrity

The integrity as representative of its original state is moderate to
high. The flagstaff requires reconstruction, signal house/flag
locker requires work and meaningful interpretation, a toilet
amenities block has been added, chimneys have been
removed, concrete roof tiles have been installed, fences have
changed location and style.
The carpark is located on the south side of the rise before the
view to the lightstation group; the new visitor toilets have been
carefully located outside the major sightlines, all major
components of the place are still in reasonable condition and
some interpretation has been put in place. Weed management
and erosion control measures have made a positive impact on
the place.

Intrusions

Signs; additional fencing and rails, car parking; scrub regrowth
screening views to the lighthouse group and out from the
lighthouse group. The visual impact (although minimised by
planning location) of the new toilet amenities building.

photographs

The Reserve offers diversity that is not conveyed by just a few
photographs however the following allow an initial impression
which it true to the place:

11

CMP2000 History by Rosemary Melville, Hunter History Consultants, refer to the Annexures here.
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Image 2.3 approaching the car and bus
parking area before the second gate

Image 2.4 the second gate. Double
sided Information panel to the right.

Image 2.5 the quarters and ancillary
buildings, bushland beyond.

Image 2.6 a visual play, engaging and
introducing what is beyond

Image 2.7 the group and light tower
behind towards the north-east

Image 2.8 tower, annex and Signal
House. Rail fences defining the pathway
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Significance
Current listings
and recognition

Norah Head Lightstation Precinct
NSW Heritage Listed Item 01753, Heritage Act 1977.
Former Wyong LEP 2013, item 43.
National Trust of Australia, Register number 4556.

Previous
assessments

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan, Norah Head
Lighthouse Reserve and, Bush Street, Young Street and
Gravelly Beach Reserves Norah Head NSW prepared on behalf
of the Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Trust and Wyong Shire
Council May (now Central Coast Council) 2016 by Insite
Heritage.
Norah Head Lightstation, Norah Head NSW Conservation
Management Plan by Suters Architects 2000 (endorsed 2004)
with a Plan of Management, both for the Department of Land
and Water Conservation. This CMP included the Archaeological
Assessment of the place by Sue Effenberger, Prisma
Archaeology.
Norah Head lightstation Conservation Management Plan by
Clive Lucas Stapleton & Partners 1995.
Report no 26 – on Historical Classifications of Lightstations by
David Nash, 1979.

Comparative
significance

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is comparable to the
Cape Byron Headland Reserve in its history, development,
accessibility, uses and management. Cape Byron has been
acknowledged as a model for joint community and government
participation in managing a cultural site.
Overall, nineteen Lighthouses in NSW are included in the
Register of the National Estate. The lighthouse at Point
Perpendicular, was the first to be constructed using precast
concrete blocks. The precast block construction was
subsequently used at Cape Byron (1901) and Norah Head
(1903). The Cape Byron complex consists of a lighthouse tower
with store rooms at base, a head keeper's cottage and an
assistant keepers’ duplex. Sugarloaf Point was the first major
lighthouse designed by Barnet.
Norah Head Lightstation complex is very similar to Cape Byron.
Norah Head’s lantern was three times as powerful as that at
Byron Bay, which was opened only two years previously.

CMP 2017 Inventory Datasheets Issue B – Exhibition Placemark Consultants

Page 19 of 85

Annexure A- Inventory Datasheets
Norah Head Lightstation, NSW
Conservation Management Plan 2017
The buildings contain the elaborate stormwater and sullage
systems typical of the work of Barnet and Harding.
The Norah Head Lighthouse is representative of the classical
style and form that developed from Francis Greenway's South
Head Lighthouse (1818) and was used by James Barnet at
Sugarloaf Point 1875.12

Image 2.9 Macquarie Light
designed by Barnet to replace
Greenway’s original

Image 2.10 Norah Head
Lighthouse

Source unknown

Aboriginal
Cultural
significance

The Reserves, which form Norah Head, are associated with
Bungaree, an Aboriginal man of historical significance and thus
the Norah Head area is of very high cultural significance to the
local Aboriginal Community.13
The National Parks and Wildlife Act stipulates the requirements
for respecting and protecting this significance.

NSW Heritage
Assessment
Criteria
a)
cultural or
natural history

Assessment

The Norah Head Lightstation Precinct is of high historical and
ongoing cultural value.

12

NSW Heritage Listing
INSITE Heritage, page 6 report ‘Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan Norah Head
Lighthouse Reserve…’, 2016 for NHLRT and WSC
13
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The construction of the Lighthouse in 1902-1903 was an
important and effective navigational aid in local and broader
maritime history of Australia’s coastline. It was one of three
lighthouses project and the last of an era. It survives relatively
intact. It is in close proximity to major NSW population centres
and is easily accessed.
b)
a special
association with
a person or their
works

c)
aesthetic,
creative or
technical
achievement

The site has special association with the life of Bungaree (17751830), an Aboriginal man and Elder.
The construction of the Norah Head Lightstation is directly
associated with the history of the NSW Government (post
Federation) and Charles Harding, a specialist lighthouse
architect in NSW and his Engineer-in-Chief, Cecil Darley.
James Barnet later claimed an influence over the designs. He
had been responsible for Sugarloaf Pt Lighthouse and many
others, as the Colonial Architect.
The Headland, rock platform and beaches are impressive from
the land and the sea, particularly with the sun on the white
Lighthouse and Quarters, the quarters roofed in terracotta.
The design of the tower, base, the living quarters and ancillary
buildings has a high aesthetic value in its location and setting,
displaying both classical and bungalow style influences in its
detail and materials. The outlook to and from the place is highly
valued by the community and visitors.
The lighthouse utilises an impressive, competent, free classical
architectural style and idiosyncratic detailing, with the
residential Quarters displaying a more austere but elegant,
early Federation /Queen Anne architectural style.
Maintaining the Greenway tower style for the light and annex,
while incorporating those federation style influences in the
design of the Keepers’ Quarters is significant. The group is
relatively intact, in good condition, well used and demonstrating
a high level of integrity. These attributes all contribute to its
cultural significance.
The installation of specialised catadioptric lens, light source and
reliable, frictionless rotation equipment, still in working order is
of high technical significance. The use of clever water storage
and sullage systems, locally precast concrete construction is of
high to moderate, interesting technical significance.
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d)
social, cultural
or spiritual
association

The Guringai and Darkinjung people (and their ancestors) place
a high cultural value to the place and have a history of use and
community, relating to the place.
The place has good visitation rates that are constantly growing.
The place offers retreat to overnight guests.

e)
potential for
research,
archaeology
and
understanding

The Central Coast community is proud to display and promote
the Reserve and Lightstation group, often using its logo graphic
and photographs of the place to promote the area.
Areas around the Lightstation are considered ‘disturbed’. The
buildings offer potential for understanding the construction
techniques at the turn of last century.
The stories of Light Keepers, their families and passing
seafarers, offer insights into a moderate but still significant
social history.
The Reserve possesses archaeological potential to inform on
how the Aboriginal people of the central coast and hinterland
used and valued the place.

f)
rarity or
endangered
aspects

g)
representative,
demonstrating
the principal
characteristics
of a class of
place

The Norah Head Lighthouse, Quarters and ancillary buildings
are rare for their technology, construction and intact state,
despite being one of three built in quick succession. They are
also significant as part of a coastal network of Lighthouses
covering many design types, technologies and decades.
It is also rare for its easy access from Sydney and other
population centres.
The Lighthouse and the group of functional buildings is
representative of a style and class of buildings in NSW reaching
back to James Barnet’s replacement lighthouse for Francis
Greenway’s sandstone Macquarie Lighthouse 1816-1818 at
Dunbar Head, near the entrance to Port Jackson, Sydney
Harbour. Barnet designed a tower similar to the original, lit in
1883. He added his Barnet touches which have been carried
through many designs along the NSW coast.
Norah Head followed Cape Byron and Point Perpendicular
Lightstations in the use of the cement rendered pre-cast
concrete blocks. Although nearly 800 kilometres apart, the plans
and details of the buildings for Cape Byron and Norah Head are
very similar.
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Statement of Significance
The Lightstation Precinct is associated with the spiritual and cultural history of the
local Guringai and Darkinjung people. Norah Head is significant for the knowledge
they hold here, for the archaeological evidence and research potential of the
surrounding site.
The Norah Head Lighthouse is significant as the culmination of a period of
lighthouse construction along the NSW coast from 1858 to 1903. The lighthouse is
similar in style and construction to Cape Byron (1901) and Point Perpendicular
(1899) and these make a significant group. The classical style and form of the
Norah Head Lighthouse and annexe developed from Francis Greenway's South
Head Light and James Barnet's Sugarloaf Lighthouse is significant.
The construction method using locally precast concrete blocks, then rendered was
an innovative technique at the time, that may have been introduced by Charles
Assinder Harding, architect with the newly formed Public Works Department.
The lightstation with lightkeepers’ cottages, record the occupation of the site,
lifestyle and the work of manning and maintaining the lighthouse from 1903 until
c1984. The lighthouse is a prominent landmark that stands in stark contrast to the
surrounding environment.
The lightstation group of buildings, the surrounding bushland and marine
environment are held in high esteem by the community and local mariners.
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INVENTORY SHEET NO. 3
Element Name

Lighthouse; Lighthouse Annex; Signal House /
Flag Locker; Flagstaff, Flagstaff Pad and Stay
Anchors.

Other Names

Items 1; 2; 5; 8 and 10 (refer to Image 3.1 below)

Consideration
Type of Place

Built Heritage.

Associations

Norah Head and Norahville, the Central Coast Council LGA, the
story of Pt Perpendicular and Cape Byron Lighthouses and east
coast maritime history.

Curtilage

Refer to the CMP 2017. The Lightstation Precinct including
sightlines and view corridors.

Location on site

Image 3.1 - This Inventory Item is shown by the items shaded in
colour.
Source for the base diagram: Lucas Stapleton & Partners 1995.
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Image 3.2 the lightstation group
Source: NSW Government sixmaps

Description
Construction

The Lighthouse and ancillary building constructed using thickly
rendered precast concrete blocks completed 1903. Only the
Lighthouse, Annex and Signal House were painted.

Modifications

1902

Initial major clearing of vegetation from parts of the
site prior to constructing the Lighthouse complex.

1923

The concentric wick burner inside the tower lens
was replaced by a Ford-Schmidt kerosene burner
increasing light output.

1961

The light was converted to an electric source
increasing light output.

Additions
Historical notes

Construction of the lighthouse began in 1901 and was
undertaken by day labour. Materials for the lighthouse were
brought by boat into Cabbage Tree Harbour and unloaded onto
a wharf which had been constructed for this purpose. The
lighthouse was completed in 1903. The Lighthouse was
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automated and de staffed in 1994. Trust. The place was listed
as an Item of State Significance in April 2007.14
Physical
description

Constructed on an open sloping part of the site.

Condition

The place is in a sound condition and in many respects
significantly improved on its condition in 1999. Maintenance is
required.

Integrity

The integrity as representative of its original state is moderate to
high. The flagstaff requires reconstruction, signal house/flag
locker requires work and meaningful interpretation, a new public
toilet amenities block has been added, chimneys have been
removed, concrete roof tiles have been installed, fences have
changed location and style.

Intrusions
photographs

The Reserve offers diversity that is not conveyed by just a few
photographs however the following allow an initial impression
which it true to the place.

Image 3.3 Outside the lantern, the
‘crystal’ of the lens in sunshine

14

Image 3.4 The Lighthouse tower, Annex
and Signal House

NSW Heritage Listing
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Image 3.5 the tower rich in detail and
character offers a visitor experience

Image 3.6 history and telling the story,
guided tours

Image 3.7 the relationship between
Head Keeper’s and Lighthouse tower

Image 3.8 The outlook. ‘Ceres’ 1836,
‘Speedwell’ 1888 lie below this view

Description of Components
1- Four
concrete pads
with iron rings

for anchoring stay wires to the flagstaff, suitable for reuse,
pending a detailed inspection. The flagstaff is missing.

2- Circular
concrete slab

in sections, all weather surface beneath the flagstaff, in fair
condition.
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5- Signal
House/Flag
Locker

Suitable for conservation works, interpretation and managed
public access. Repairs required. Joinery repairs and joinery
reconstruction required.
The drawings show a domed roof. This obviously was not
adopted for construction.
The small square signal house is constructed, in concrete block
with rendered walls and plinth with deep ashlar coursing. The
roof is solid concrete in a shallow hip forming a low pitched
pyramid, notably missing the concrete dome proposed in the
original drawings. A single timber door faces approximately
north, while a small vertically proportioned window (presently
boarded over) faces south. The entire structure is painted in
white with a blue plinth, to match the lighthouse, and is
surrounded by a narrow concrete strip of footpath.

CMP 2017 Inventory Datasheets Issue B – Exhibition Placemark Consultants

Page 28 of 85

Annexure A- Inventory Datasheets
Norah Head Lightstation, NSW
Conservation Management Plan 2017

8- Lighthouse
and Annex

Externally: The lighthouse is a 27.5m tower with surrounding
orthogonal base constructed of concrete block, and rendered
walls and plinth with deep ashlar coursing. The base of the
square plinth is painted in galaxy blue, the remainder of the
tower in white. External dimensions are approximately 5m x 5m
at the square base and 4.7m at the base of the circular section.
Original drawings indicate a large water tank under the tower,
the purpose of which was to stabilise the structure. Access to
the water tank was not found.
The parapet and entry foyers of the base structure are adorned
with dome-like motifs. The tower is perforated by narrow
casement, semi-circular headed windows framed in gunmetal
with splayed reveals and sills. The tower is topped with an open
gallery with parapet formed in solid trachyte block with a simple
square dentil pattern in high relief. This is supported by a
corbelled cornice with roundel pattern in high relief. The lantern
room, of metal and glass construction, sits atop this open
gallery, and has a decorative iron catwalk encircling the glass to
allow for cleaning. The windows to the work rooms are 4-pane
fixed timber lower sash, with the upper sash, 2-pane awning
window.
Internally: The lighthouse interior is simple in design, detail and
finish with classical, Colonial Georgian details and form. The
main entry door is a cedar doorcase with etched glass panels,
sidelights and arched fanlight), which leads to a foyer of black
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and white tessellated tiles. The foyer walls are smooth rendered
with ashlar coursing and dado mould. The ceiling is rendered
and painted concrete, with a moulded decorative cornice. The
foyer still has the original desk for the visitor's book. The two
storeroom floors at ground level are tiled with terracotta. A metal
tube (iron or steel) that held the counter-weights runs vertically
through the centre of the tower.
The staircase is concrete spiral with slate treads and cast iron
newel post, and cast iron and brass balustrade. Three landings
above ground level are supported by a central hollow steel
column, which formerly housed the counterweight mechanisms
that spun the lamp. The walls are smooth rendered and painted,
with several small arched windows. The sector light is located
on the top landing and faces northeast. The lamp gallery has a
painted cast iron floor grate with a cast iron stair leading to the
outdoor gallery. The lamp is encircled and protected by perspex
and aluminium panels.
1st floor tower: Floor is of black and white checkerboard
tessellated tiles over concrete slab. One gunmetal framed
windows on this level. From the west a timber door with four
panes of glass leads to the roof of the annex. The spiral
concrete stairway with metal balustrades, newel post and brass
handrail continues from this level.
2nd floor tower: The floor is of black and white checkerboard
tessellated tiles over concrete slab. There are two gunmetal
framed windows on this level. The spiral concrete stairway with
metal balustrades, newel post and brass handrail continues
from this level.
3rd floor tower: The floor is black and white checkerboard
tessellated tiles over concrete slab. There are two windows
similar to those below plus one larger window with a red gel for
the sector light, and a small electric light
on steel pole. The spiral concrete stairway with metal
balustrades, newel post and brass handrail continues from this
level.
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Significance
Current listings
and recognition

Norah Head Lightstation Precinct,
NSW Heritage Listed Item 01753, Heritage Act 1977.
Former Wyong LEP 2013, item 43.

Previous
assessments

Norah Head Lightstation, Norah Head NSW Conservation
Management Plan by Suters Architects 2000 (endorsed 2004)
with a Plan of Management, both for the Department of Land
and Water Conservation.

Comparative
significance

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is comparable to the
Cape Byron Headland Reserve in its history, development,
accessibility, uses and management. Cape Byron has been
acknowledged as a model for joint community and government
participation in managing a cultural site.
Overall, nineteen Lighthouses in NSW are included in the
Register of the National Estate. The lighthouse at Point
Perpendicular, was the first to be constructed using precast
concrete blocks. The precast block construction was
subsequently used at Cape Byron (1901) and Norah Head
(1903). The Cape Byron complex) consists of a lighthouse
tower with store rooms at base, a head keeper's cottage and an
assistant keepers’ duplex.
Norah Head Lightstation complex is very similar to Cape Byron.
Sugarloaf Point was the first major lighthouse designed by
Barnet. The buildings contain the elaborate stormwater and
sullage systems typical of the work of Barnet and Harding.
The Norah Head Lighthouse is representative of the classical
style and form that developed from Francis Greenway's South
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Head Lighthouse (1818) and was used by James Barnet at
Sugarloaf Point 1875.15
Aboriginal
Cultural
significance

The headland is associated with Bungaree, an Aboriginal man
of historical significance. The Norah Head area is of very high
cultural significance to the local Aboriginal Community.16

NSW Heritage
Assessment
Criteria
a)
cultural or
natural history

Assessment

b)
a special
association with
a person or their
works

c)
aesthetic,
creative or
technical
achievement

These built items are of high historical and cultural significance.
The construction of the Lighthouse in 1902-1903 was an
important and effective navigational aid in local and broader
maritime history of Australia’s coastline. It was one of three
lighthouses project and the last of an era. It survives relatively
intact. It is in close proximity to major NSW population centres
and is easily accessed.
The construction of the Norah Head Lighthouse is directly
associated with the history of the NSW Government (post
Federation) and Charles Harding, a specialist lighthouse
architect in NSW and his Engineer-in-Chief, Cecil Darley.
James Barnet later claimed an influence over the designs. He
was responsible for Sugarloaf Pt Lighthouse and many others,
as the Colonial Architect.
The Headland, rock platform and beaches are impressive from
the land and the sea, particularly with the sun on the white
Lighthouse and Quarters, the quarters roofed in terracotta.
The design of the tower, base, the living quarters and ancillary
buildings has a high aesthetic value in its location and setting,
displaying both classical and bungalow style influences in its
detail and materials. The outlook to and from the place is highly
valued by the community and visitors.
The lighthouse utilises an impressive, competent, free classical
architectural style and idiosyncratic detailing, with the
residential Quarters displaying a more austere but elegant,
early Federation /Queen Anne architectural style.

15

NSW Heritage Listing
INSITE Heritage, page 6 report ‘Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan Norah Head
Lighthouse Reserve…’, 2016 for NHLRT and WSC
16
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Maintaining the Greenway tower style for the light and annex,
while incorporating those federation style influences in the
design of the Keepers’ Quarters is significant. The group is
relatively intact, in good condition, well used and demonstrating
a high level of integrity. These attributes all contribute to its
cultural significance.
The installation of specialised catadioptric lens, light source and
reliable, frictionless rotation equipment, still in working order is
of high technical significance. The use of clever water storage
and sullage systems, locally precast concrete construction is of
high to moderate, interesting technical significance.
The design of the tower and base, and ancillary buildings has a
high aesthetic value in its location and setting, displaying
classical style influences in detail and materials. The outlook to
and from the place is highly valued by the community and
visitors.

d)
social, cultural
or spiritual
association

The installation of specialised catadioptric lens, light source and
reliable, frictionless rotation equipment, still in working order is
of high technical significance. The use of locally precast
concrete construction is of high to moderate technical
significance.
The Guringai and Darkinjung people (and their ancestors) place
a high cultural value to the place and have a history of use and
community, relating to the place.
The site has strong connections to many people who lived and
worked in many of the lighthouses around Australia and for their
families and friends.
The place has good visitation rates that are constantly growing.
The place has attracted Art and Cultural activities over recent
years. Whale watching from the headland is now an annual
activitiy. The place offers retreat to overnight guests.
The Central Coast community is proud to display and promote
the Reserve and Lightstation group, often using its logo graphic
and photographs of the place to promote the area.

e)
potential for
research,
archaeology
and
understanding

Areas around the Lightstation are considered ‘disturbed’. The
buildings offer potential for understanding the construction
techniques at the turn of last century.
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The stories of Light Keepers, their families and passing
seafarers, offer insights into a moderate but still significant
social history.
f)
rarity or
endangered
aspects

The Norah Head Lighthouse and ancillary buildings are rare for
their technology, construction and intact state. It is rare for its
easy access from Sydney and other population centres.
It is also significant as part of a coastal network of Lighthouses
covering many types, technologies and decades.

g)
representative,
demonstrating
the principal
characteristics
of a class of
place

The Lighthouse and the group of functional buildings is
representative of a style and class of buildings in NSW reaching
back to James Barnet’s replacement lighthouse for Francis
Greenway’s sandstone Macquarie Lighthouse 1816-1818 at
Dunbar Head, near the entrance to Port Jackson, Sydney
Harbour. Barnet designed a tower similar to the original, lit in
1883. He added his Barnet touches which have been carried
through many designs along the NSW coast.
Norah Head followed Cape Byron and Point Perpendicular
Lightstations in the use of the rendered pre-cast concrete
blocks. Although nearly 800 kilometres apart, the plans and
details for the buildings at Cape Byron and Norah Head are very
similar. Norah Head used a superior lamp.

Statement of Significance
The headland is associated with the spiritual and cultural history of the local
Guringai and Darkinjung people.
The Norah Head Lighthouse is significant as the culmination of a period of
lighthouse construction along the NSW coast from 1858 to 1903. The lighthouse is
similar in style and construction to Cape Byron (1901) and Point Perpendicular
(1899) and these make a significant group. The classical style and form of the
Norah Head Lighthouse and annexe developed from Francis Greenway's South
Head Light and James Barnet's Sugarloaf Lighthouse is significant.
The construction method using locally precast concrete blocks, then rendered was
an innovative technique at the time that may have been introduced by Charles
Assinder Harding, architect with the newly formed Public Works Department.
The lightstation with lightkeepers’ cottages, record the occupation of the site,
lifestyle and the work of manning and maintaining the lighthouse from 1903 until
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c1984. The lighthouse is a prominent landmark that stands in stark contrast to the
surrounding environment.
The lighthouse, the surrounding bushland and marine environment are held in high
esteem by the community and local mariners.
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INVENTORY SHEET NO. 4
Element Name

Head Light Keeper’s Quarters

Other Names

Cottage 3; Head Lighthouse Keeper’s Residence; HKQs;14&15
Lettable accommodation.

Consideration
Type of Place

Built Heritage

Associations

The Lightstation Precinct

Curtilage

These items sit within the Lightstation Precinct and are
surrounded by the bushland of the Reserve. The curtilage
involves the whole site including views into and out of the site.

Location on site

Image 4.1 - This Inventory Item is shown by the items shaded in
colour.
Source for the base diagram: Lucas Stapleton & Partners 1995.
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Image 4.2 the lightstation group
Source: NSW Government sixmaps

Description
Construction

The Keepers’ Residences, stores and workshops used thickly
rendered precast concrete blocks and terracotta roof tiles.
Externally they remain unpainted. Externally the buildings have
a smooth finish with tooled lines defining a large block stretcher
bond construction. The lines and the actual blocks do not
always align.
The keeper's cottages are aesthetically attractive, simply
detailed residences, with elements of the suburban Federation
Bungalow architectural style, adapted to the exposed site.
Roofed using terracotta tiles. Perhaps prior to the 1970’s the
roof was retiled in terracotta as the pattern is slightly different
from that of 1903 imported Marseilles.
Only one of the original chimneys remain. Within the roof space
the other chimneys have been left to height just below the roof
framing.
From below, some ceilings have been relined. Generally, as
large flat sheets and battens. However, from above looking
down most are lathe and plaster construction. Recently the roof
spaces were vacuum cleaned at the same time all roofs were
retiled with new terracotta tiles (2017).
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Modifications

date
2017

Window sills raised in Quarters kitchens.
Failed terracotta verandah floor tiles removed and
metric vitrified floor tiles laid.

Additions

Since 2000 New kitchen joinery and fitout, new laundry
joinery, new bathrooms fixtures and finishes.

Historical notes

Construction of the lighthouse began in 1901 and was
undertaken by day labour. Materials for the lighthouse were
brought by boat into Cabbage Tree Harbour and unloaded onto
a wharf which had been constructed for this purpose. The
lighthouse was completed in 1903.
The Lighthouse was automated and de staffed in 1994. The
Lighthouse reserve was handed over in 1997 to NSW
Department of Land and Water Conservation. The site is now
managed by the Norah Head Lighthouse Trust. The place was
listed as an Item of State Significance in April 2007.17

Physical
description

The Keeper's cottages are simply detailed residences, with
elements of the suburban Federation Bungalow style adapted to
the exposed site, including the hipped terracotta tiled roofs.
The residences are similar in form but not construction, to
residences at other lightstations such as Sugarloaf Point and
Montague Island, with the detached Head Keeper’s residence
and nearby Assistant Keepers’ duplex.
The simple utilitarian planning, detail and mass of the
residences is also similar. These residences are built in
concrete blocks with a smooth external face.
The HKQs features an open verandah to the northeast,
southeast and south west sides, with the corners supported by
sections of solid wall, also in concrete block. The back elevation
(northwest) has a smaller verandah which is between a store
and laundry.
All verandah posts are of cast iron in a ‘turned timber’
appearance, with arched timber verandah beams. The
southeast verandah has been partially screened with panels of
timber and glass. Several outbuildings occupy the north corner
of the yard, being the former fuel shed, the WC and the work
shop & paint store. The hipped roofs are clad with terracotta

17

NSW Heritage Listing
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tiles, with one chimney to the residence remaining. The HKQs is
the only residence still displaying an original chimney.
The interior is utilitarian, simply planned and detailed. The
rooms of the cottage are positioned off a central hallway with
front and rear doors at each end. The doors have etched glass
upper panels and timber lower panels, with 4-pane highlights
above. Floors throughout the living areas are carpet over
timber, floor boards in the kitchen. The laundry and store have
terracotta tiled floors. Walls throughout are painted render, with
a moulded cement rendered skirting. There are plaster and lath
ceilings, although they are now predominantly sheeted, with
battened joints.
Original fireplaces still exist, several complete with original
detailing, although the one to the eastern bedroom (former
office) is now boarded over. The chimney mantel pieces are one
of the few decorative features and are Federation in style, with
upper shelves for display. The circular brickwork front is a
character detail and well executed.
Condition

The place is in a sound condition and in some respects
significantly improved on its condition in 1999. Maintenance is
required. Some intrusive works have been removed, note
below:

Integrity

The integrity as representative of its original state is moderate to
high. Generally, interventions are well considered and
reversible.
The integrity as representative of its original state is moderate to
high. Chimneys have been removed, fences have changed
location and style. When the terracotta tiles were recently
replaced the top of rafters were lined with plywood, then battens
and new Marseille pattern terra cotta roof tiles installed. This
has helped maintain visual integrity. Insulation was also
upgraded.
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Intrusions

TV aerial, mounted lighting, roof exhaust, aluminium windows
(bathroom).

photographs

The precinct offers diversity that is not conveyed by just a few
photographs however the following allow an initial impression
which it true to the place.

Image 4.3 looking north Lighthouse and
rock platform

Image 4.4 Headkeeper’s Residence
and more Reserve beyond

Image 4.5 HKQs from behind the Stables
towards the tower.

Image 4.6 HKQs from the roof of the
tower annex, a close relationship
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Image 4.7 lettable accommodation, well
presented and comfortable

Image 4.8 Unpainted walls, failing
floor tiles replaced 2017, to verandahs
on all four sides

Description of Components
14- Former
Wood Store,
WC and
Workshop

15-Head
Keeper’s
Quarters

Original uses have changed. The pit WC is a flush toilet, the
Fuel store is organised with simple white joinery to store the
various consumables, linen etc, related to the needs of the
rented vacation accommodation.

Former Workshop
2015 (Meeting Room)

Workshop 1999 (now Meeting Room)
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Office
Bedroom use

Sitting Room
Bedroom use

Bedroom 1
Bedroom use
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Dining

Laundry

Bath

Kitchen

Bedroom 2

Now a Lounge Room
use
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Hallway

Store off the
verandah

The floor is in terracotta tiles. The ceilings are in battened flat
sheet with simple quad cornice. The interior is painted. There is
evidence of the original shelving. The room is used for
administration purposes with more contemporary shelving and
filing cabinets, general storage. The floor finish, original door
and window are intact.

Verandah N-W

Verandah N-E

Verandah S-W

Roof Space

The roof framing is impressive, constructed in large sections of
clear, straight timber, with additional purlins and support
anticipating heavy winds, built to endure.
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Areas of the roof leak as is evident from some areas of ceiling
repair seen from below (including installation of inappropriate
metal ceiling vents). The original roof tiles are referred to as
Marseille pattern terracotta. These roof tiles are Wunderlich
Modern French pattern confirming these are replacement roof
tiles as expected, perhaps well before the AKQs were re roofed
in grey concrete tiles.
The ceiling construction viewed from above is lath and plaster,
covered in terracotta dust. The impact of the aggressive windy
seaside environment is obvious. The sarking has torn open in
most areas of the roof allowing wind driven moisture to enter the
space.
The roof space provides examples of the precast concrete
blocks without render. It is also possible to reinstate chimneys.

Subfloor Space The subfloor space inspected (beneath the S-E bedroom) is dry
and smells only of soil and creosote. The timber framing bears
on precast concrete blocks, no ant capping. It is well set out in
clear, straight timber. Built to endure.
The subfloor space provides good examples of the construction
techniques used for all of the buildings on the site. It elaborates
on the details shown on the original drawings.
Remnant of roof tiles were evident in the dirt.
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External Walls

The walls are robust in their construction and finish.
Maintenance is required. Corroding embedded metal has the
potential to crack rendered coatings and substrate blockwork.
The tooled joints in the cement render are described as
‘….being bedded and jointed with cement mortar and having a
margin of painters' putty on the outer edge of all beds and
joints. This class of work, while novel to the colony, is largely
used in other parts of the world, and has the advantage of
obviating the disfiguring cracks caused by shrinkage of material
usually seen on the faces of structures built with mass concrete’
18
are failing in many areas. Some have been inappropriately
refilled with contemporary cement rich mortar.
The seaward corners of the main verandah are supported by a
wall returning around each corner, featuring a small window in
each direction. Given the need to observe the ocean in allweather these would have been advantageous to the
Lightkeeper. Serious cracks in the wall were noted at the S-E
corner near the N-E window. Embedded ferros metal remnants
must be carefully removed. Note the examples of destructive
corrosion below:

Roof

New roof tiles installed 2017.

Yard, Fences,
Paths and
Gates

For business reasons relating to letting the quarters and also
having wedding photography on the grassed area (or similar
considerations) fences have been rearranged.

18

Hunter Historians, referring to Carleton, “New South Wales Lighthouses”, Royal Society of New
South Wales Journal of Proceedings, Vol 32 Sydney 1899,p cii.
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Significance
Current listings
and recognition

Norah Head Lightstation Precinct,
NSW Heritage Listed Item 01753, Heritage Act 1977.
Former Wyong LEP 2013, item 43.

Previous
assessments

Norah Head Lightstation, Norah Head NSW Conservation
Management Plan by Suters Architects 2000 (endorsed 2004)

Comparative
significance

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is comparable to the
Cape Byron Headland Reserve in its history, development,
accessibility, uses and management. Cape Byron has been
acknowledged as a model for joint community and government
participation in managing a cultural site.

Aboriginal
Cultural
significance

The headland is associated with Bungaree, an Aboriginal man
of historical significance and thus the Norah Head area is of
very high cultural significance to the local Aboriginal
Community.19
The National Parks and Wildlife Act stipulates the requirements
for respecting and protecting this significance.

19

INSITE Heritage, page 6 report ‘Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan Norah Head
Lighthouse Reserve…’, 2016 for NHLRT and WSC
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NSW Heritage
Assessment
Criteria

Assessment

a)
cultural or
natural history

The Keepers’ Residences are of high historical and ongoing
cultural value.
The construction of the Lighthouse in 1902-1903 was an
important and effective navigational aid in local and broader
maritime history of Australia’s coastline. It was one of three
lighthouses project and the last of an era. It survives relatively
intact. It is in close proximity to major NSW population centres
and is easily accessed.

b)
a special
association with
a person or their
works

c)
aesthetic,
creative or
technical
achievement

The site has special association with the life of Bungaree (17751830), an Aboriginal man and Elder.
The construction of the Norah Head Lightstation is directly
associated with the history of the NSW Government (post
Federation) and Charles Harding, a specialist lighthouse
architect in NSW and his Engineer-in-Chief, Cecil Darley.
The design of the living quarters and ancillary buildings has a
high aesthetic value in its location and setting, displaying both
classical and bungalow style influences in detail and materials.
The residential Quarters display an austere but elegant, early
Federation /Queen Anne architectural style
incorporating those federation style influences into the design of
the Keepers’ Quarters is significant. The group is relatively
intact, in good condition, well used and demonstrating a high
level of integrity. The skills and workmanship employed were of
a high calibre. These attributes all contribute to its cultural
significance.
The use of locally precast concrete construction is of high to
moderate technical significance.

d)
social, cultural
or spiritual
association

The outlook to and from the place is highly valued by the
community and visitors for its aesthetic appeal.
The site has strong connections to many people who lived and
worked in many of the lighthouses around Australia and for their
families and friends.
The place has good visitation rates that are constantly growing.
The place offers retreat to overnight guests.
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e)
potential for
research,
archaeology
and
understanding

f)
rarity or
endangered
aspects

g)
representative,
demonstrating
the principal
characteristics
of a class of
place

The Central Coast community is proud to display and promote
the Reserve and Lightstation group, often using its logo graphic
and photographs of the place to promote the area.
Areas around the residences are considered ‘disturbed’. The
buildings offer potential for understanding the construction
techniques at the turn of last century.
The stories of Light Keepers, their families and passing
seafarers, offer insights into a moderately significant social
history.
The Keepers’ Quarters and ancillary buildings are rare for their
construction and intact state.
The opportunity to visit is rare, given the relatively easy access
from Sydney, Newcastle and other close population centres.
It is also significant as part of a coastal network of Lighthouses
covering many types, technologies and decades.
The residences are highly representative of the planning, use
and style used for the quarters at the turn of the century.
Norah Head followed Cape Byron and Point Perpendicular
Lightstations in the use of the rendered pre-cast concrete
blocks. Although nearly 800 kilometres apart, the plans and
details for the buildings at Cape Byron and Norah Head are very
similar.

Statement of Significance
The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is significant as the culmination of a period
of lighthouse construction along the NSW coast from 1858 to 1903. The lighthouse
is similar in style and construction to Cape Byron (1901) and Point Perpendicular
(1899) and these make a significant group.
The construction method using locally precast concrete blocks, then rendered was
an innovative technique at the time that may have been introduced by Charles
Assinder Harding, architect with the newly formed Public Works Department. The
lightstation with lightkeepers’ cottages, record the occupation of the site, lifestyle
and the work of manning and maintaining the lighthouse from 1903 until c1984.
The lighthouse is a prominent landmark that stands in stark contrast to the
surrounding environment.
The Reserve, lighthouse, lightstation group of buildings, the surrounding bushland
and marine environment are held in high esteem by the community and local
mariners.
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INVENTORY SHEET NO. 5
Element Name

Assistant Light Keeper’s Quarters- Eastern

Other Names

Cottage 2; AKQs; 16 & 18.
Residence for on-site Manager

Consideration
Type of Place

Built Heritage.

Associations

The Lightstation Precinct

Curtilage

These items sit within the Lightstation Precinct and are
surrounded by the bushland of the Reserve. The curtilage
involves the whole site including views into and out of the site.

Location on site

Image 5.1 - This Inventory Item is shown by the items shaded in
colour.
Source for the base diagram: Lucas Stapleton & Partners 1995.
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Image 5.2 the lightstation group
Source: NSW Government sixmaps

Description
Construction

The Assistant Keepers’ Quarters, stores and workshops were
constructed as for the Head Keeper’s Quarters however, the
Assistant Keepers’ Quarters were designed and constructed as
one of a duplex.
The Keepers’ Residences, stores and workshops used thickly
rendered precast concrete blocks and terracotta roof tiles.
Externally they remain unpainted. Externally the buildings have
a smooth finish with tooled lines defining a large block stretcher
bond construction. The lines and the actual blocks do not
always align.
The keeper's cottages are aesthetically attractive, simply
detailed residences, with elements of the suburban Federation
Bungalow architectural style, adapted to the exposed site.
Originally roofed using terracotta tiles, in the 1970’s the roof
was retiled in grey concrete roof tiles. At that time the rafters
were clad in t&g boards, then the battens and replacement tiles.
This has nearly sealed the roof space.
None of the original chimneys remain above the roof. Within the
roof space the chimneys have been left to height just below the
roof framing.
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From below, some ceilings have been relined. Generally as
large flat sheets and battens. However, looking down from
above most are lathe and plaster construction. Recently the roof
spaces were vacuum cleaned at the same time all roofs were
retiled with new terracotta tiles (2017).
Additions
Historical notes

Construction of the lighthouse began in 1901 and was
undertaken by day labour. Materials for the lighthouse were
brought by boat into Cabbage Tree Harbour and unloaded onto
a wharf which had been constructed for this purpose. The
lighthouse was completed in 1903. The Lighthouse was
automated and de staffed in 1994. The Lighthouse reserve was
handed over in 1997 to NSW Department of Land and Water
Conservation. The site is now managed by the Norah Head
Lighthouse Trust. The place was listed as an Item of State
Significance in April 2007.20

Physical
description

The Keeper's cottages are simply detailed residences, with
elements of the suburban Federation Bungalow style adapted to
the exposed site, including the hipped terracotta tiled roofs.
The residences are similar in form but not construction, to
residences at other lightstations such as Sugarloaf Point and
Montague Island, with the detached Head Keeper’s residence
and nearby Assistant Keepers’ duplex.
The simple utilitarian planning, detail and mass of the
residences is also similar. These residences are built in
concrete blocks with a smooth external face.
The Quarters feature an open verandah to the northeast and to
the southeast. At the corners of the verandahs the roof is
supported by sections of solid wall, also in concrete block.
These provide shelter. The back elevation, to the northwest has
a shorter verandah which is between a store and the laundry.
The door here is now generally used as the main entry to the
accommodation.
All verandah posts are of cast iron in a ‘turned timber’
appearance, with arched timber verandah beams. The
southeast verandah has been partially screened with panels of
timber and glass. Several outbuildings occupy the corner

20
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of the yard, being the former fuel shed, the WC and the work
shop and store.
The interior is utilitarian, simply planned and detailed. The
rooms of the cottage are positioned off a central hallway with
front and rear doors at each end. The doors have etched glass
upper panels and timber lower panels, with 4-pane highlights
above. Floors throughout the living areas are carpet over
timber, floor boards in the kitchen. The laundry and store have
terracotta tiled floors.
Walls throughout are painted render, with a moulded cement
rendered skirting. There are lath and plaster ceilings, although
they are mostly now relined in flat sheets with battened joints.
Original fireplaces still exist, several complete with original
detailing. The chimney mantel pieces are one of the few
decorative features and are Federation in style, some with
upper shelves for display. The circular brickwork front is a
character detail and well executed.
Condition

The place is in a sound condition and in many respects
significantly improved on its condition in 1999. Maintenance is
required.

Integrity

The integrity as representative of its original state is moderate to
high. Chimneys have been removed, concrete roof tiles were
installed, fences have changed location and style. However, the
concrete roof tiles were removed in 2017 and new Marseille
pattern terra cotta roof tiles installed. This has restored some
lost visual integrity. Insulation was also upgraded.
The other former Keepers’ Quarters have (for letting) been
upgraded internally with finishes, repainting, lighting
improvement, new kitchen, bathroom and laundry joinery and
fixtures. These former Quarters have been improved but to a
lesser extent therefore the interior possesses a stronger
character relating to its former appearance and inclusions,
reflecting the lighthouse keepers’ ‘lifestyle’ and use.

Intrusions

Brickwork and aluminium windows partition at the back
verandah.

photographs

The Reserve offers diversity that is not conveyed by just a few
photographs however the following allow an initial impression
which it true to the place:
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Image 5.3 the north east corner of AKQs
East, the front or seaward side

Image 5.4 north west, the mainly used
entry to the central corridor

Image 5.5 the entry gate and workshop
(former fuel store)

Image 5.6 northeast corner, cracking
in wall, failure of the terracotta floor
tiles, now replaced in 2017.

Image 5.7 kitchen more original, black
stained floors, terrazzo and terracotta.
Billy the terrier. ‘Japanblack’ stained
floors.

Image 5.8 roof: boards over rafters,
chimneys awaiting reconstruction,
generally a dry space.

CMP 2017 Inventory Datasheets Issue B – Exhibition Placemark Consultants

Page 54 of 85

Annexure A- Inventory Datasheets
Norah Head Lightstation, NSW
Conservation Management Plan 2017
Description of Components
18- Former
Wood Store,
WC

The AKQs East is used for the resident Site Manager and the
former fuel store is used as a store and workshop.

16-Assistant
Keeper’s
Quarters

From the drawing detail (dated 19.10.00) the current bathroom
is shown as ‘store’. The water cistern is shown west of the
verandah. The laundry is shown sharing the kitchen chimney.
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Verandah

Kitchen

Dining Room

Bedroom 1

Sitting Room

Bedroom 2
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Hallway

Bath Room

Laundry

Verandah N-E

Verandah S-E

Roof Space

The roof framing is impressive, constructed in large sections of
clear, straight timber, with additional purlins and support
anticipating heavy winds, built to endure.
The ceiling construction viewed from above is lath and plaster,
covered in terracotta dust. The impact of the aggressive windy
seaside environment is obvious.
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The roof space provides examples of the precast concrete
blocks without render. It is also possible to reinstate chimneys.

Subfloor Space The subfloor space inspected is dry and smells only of soil and
creosote. The timber framing bears on precast concrete blocks,
no ant capping. It is well set out in clear, straight timber. Built to
endure.
The subfloor space provides good examples of the construction
techniques used for all of the buildings on the site. It elaborates
on the details shown on the original drawings.
Remnant of roof tiles were evident in the dirt.

External Walls

The walls are robust in their construction and finish.
Maintenance is required. Corroding embedded metal has the
potential to crack rendered coatings and substrate blockwork.
The tooled joints in the cement render are described as
‘….being bedded and jointed with cement mortar and having a
margin of painters' putty on the outer edge of all beds and
joints. This class of work, while novel to the colony, is largely
used in other parts of the world, and has the advantage of
obviating the disfiguring cracks caused by shrinkage of material
usually seen on the faces of structures built with mass concrete’
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21

are failing in many areas. Some have been inappropriately
refilled with contemporary cement rich mortar.
The seaward corners of the main verandah are supported by a
wall returning around each corner, featuring a small window in
each direction. Given the need to observe the ocean in allweather these would have been advantageous to the
Lightkeeper. Serious cracks in the wall were noted at the corner
near the window. Embedded ferros metal remnants must be
carefully removed. Note the examples of destructive corrosion
below:

Roof
Yard, Fences,
Paths and
Gates

New roof tiles installed 2017.

Significance
Current listings
and recognition

Previous
assessments

Norah Head Lightstation Precinct,
NSW Heritage Listed Item 01753, Heritage Act 1977.
Former Wyong LEP 2013, item 43.
Norah Head Lightstation, Norah Head NSW Conservation
Management Plan by Suters Architects 2000 (endorsed 2004)
with a Plan of Management, both for the Department of Land
and Water Conservation.

21

Hunter Historians, referring to Carleton, “New South Wales Lighthouses”, Royal Society of New
South Wales Journal of Proceedings, Vol 32 Sydney 1899,p cii.
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Comparative
significance

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is comparable to the
Cape Byron Headland Reserve in its history, development,
accessibility, uses and management. Cape Byron has been
acknowledged as a model for joint community and government
participation in managing a cultural site.
The buildings contain the elaborate stormwater and sullage
systems typical of the work of Barnet and Harding.

Aboriginal
Cultural
significance

The headland is associated with Bungaree, an Aboriginal man
of historical significance and thus the Norah Head area is of
very high cultural significance to the local Aboriginal
Community.22
The National Parks and Wildlife Act stipulates the requirements
for respecting and protecting this significance.

NSW Heritage
Assessment
Criteria
a)
cultural or
natural history

Assessment

The Norah Head Lighthouse is of high historical and ongoing
cultural value to the indigenous members of the local
community, their non-indigenous friends and the wider Central
Coast area.
The construction of the Lighthouse in 1902-1903 was an
important and effective navigational aid in local and broader
maritime history of Australia’s coastline. It was one of three
lighthouses project and the last of an era. It survives relatively
intact. It is in close proximity to major NSW population centres
and is easily accessed.

b)
a special
association with
a person or their
works
c)
aesthetic,
creative or
technical
achievement

The construction of the Norah Head Lightstation is directly
associated with the history of the NSW Government (post
Federation) and Charles Harding, a specialist lighthouse
architect in NSW and his Engineer-in-Chief, Cecil Darley.
The design of the living quarters and ancillary buildings has a
high aesthetic value in its location and setting, displaying both
classical and bungalow style influences in detail and materials.

22

INSITE Heritage, page 6 report ‘Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan Norah Head
Lighthouse Reserve…’, 2016 for NHLRT and WSC
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The residential Quarters display an austere but elegant, early
Federation /Queen Anne architectural style. Incorporating
those federation style influences into the design of the
Keepers’ Quarters is significant. The group is relatively intact,
in good condition, well used and retain a high level of integrity.
The skills and workmanship employed were of a high calibre.
These attributes all contribute to its cultural significance.
The use of locally precast concrete construction is also of high
to moderate technical significance.
The outlook to and from the place is highly valued by the
community and visitors for its aesthetic appeal.
d)
social, cultural
or spiritual
association

The site has strong connections to many people who lived and
worked in many of the lighthouses around Australia and for their
families and friends.
The place has good visitation rates that are constantly growing.
The place offers retreat to overnight guests.
The Central Coast community is proud to display and promote
the Reserve and Lightstation group, often using its logo graphic
and photographs of the place to promote the area.

e)
potential for
research,
archaeology
and
understanding
f)
rarity or
endangered
aspects

Areas around the residences are considered ‘disturbed’. The
buildings offer potential for understanding the construction
techniques at the turn of last century.
The stories of Light Keepers, their families and passing
seafarers, offer insights into a moderate but still significant
social history.
The Keepers’ Quarters and ancillary buildings are rare for their
construction and intact state. It is rare for its easy access from
Sydney and other population centres.
It is also significant as part of a coastal network of Lighthouses
covering many types, technologies and decades.

g)
representative,
demonstrating
the principal
characteristics

The Lighthouse and the group of functional buildings is
representative of a style and class of buildings in NSW reaching
back to James Barnet’s replacement lighthouse for Francis
Greenway’s sandstone Macquarie Lighthouse 1816-1818 at
Dunbar Head, near the entrance to Port Jackson, Sydney
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of a class of
place

Harbour. Barnet designed a tower similar to the original, lit in
1883. He added his Barnet touches which have been carried
through many designs along the NSW coast.
Norah Head followed Cape Byron and Point Perpendicular
Lightstations in the use of the rendered pre-cast concrete
blocks. Although nearly 800 kilometres apart, the plans and
details for the buildings at Cape Byron and Norah Head are very
similar.

Statement of Significance
The headland is associated with the spiritual and cultural history of the local
Guringai and Darkinjung people. Norah Head is significant for the knowledge they
hold here, for the archaeological evidence and research potential of the site.
The Norah Head Lighthouse is significant as the culmination of a period of
lighthouse construction along the NSW coast from 1858 to 1903. The lighthouse is
similar in style and construction to Cape Byron (1901) and Point Perpendicular
(1899) and these make a significant group. The classical style and form of the
Norah Head Lighthouse and annexe developed from Francis Greenway's South
Head Light and James Barnet's Sugarloaf Lighthouse is significant. The
construction method using locally precast concrete blocks, then rendered was an
innovative technique at the time that may have been introduced by Charles
Assinder Harding, architect with the newly formed Public Works Department. The
lightstation with lightkeepers’ cottages, record the occupation of the site, lifestyle
and the work of manning and maintaining the lighthouse from 1903 until c1984.
The lighthouse is a prominent landmark that stands in stark contrast to the
surrounding environment.
The Reserve, lighthouse, lightstation group of buildings, the surrounding bushland
and marine environment are held in high esteem by the community and local
mariners.
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INVENTORY SHEET NO. 6
Element Name

Assistant Light Keeper’s Quarters – Western

Other Names

Cottage 1; AKQs west; 17 & 19.
Lettable accommodation.

Consideration
Type of Place

Built Heritage.

Associations

The Lightstation Precinct.

Curtilage

These items sit within the Lightstation Precinct and are
surrounded by the bushland of the Reserve. The curtilage
involves the whole site including views into and out of the site.

Location on site

Image 6.1 - This Inventory Item is shown by the items shaded in
colour.
Source for the base diagram: Lucas Stapleton & Partners 1995.
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Image 6.2 the lightstation group
NSW Government sixmaps

Description
Construction
Modifications

1902

Initial major clearing of vegetation from parts of the
site prior to constructing the Lighthouse complex.

1923

The concentric wick burner inside the tower lens
was replaced by a Ford-Schmidt kerosene burner
increasing light output.

c.1960

The Stables were converted to a garage.

date
c.1970’s

Window sills raised in Quarters kitchens.
Assistant Keepers’ duplex, ancillary buildings and
Stables were re roofed in grey concrete tiles over
lining boards. Perhaps chimneys were demolished
at the same time? The tiles since reinstated in
terracotta tiles.

date

Memorial constructed, seating and picnic shelters
constructed.

date

Verandah floor tiles replaced on the south west
verandah Assistant Keeper’s Quarters west
(Cottage 1)
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Additions
Historical notes

Construction of the lighthouse began in 1901 and was
undertaken by day labour. Materials for the lighthouse were
brought by boat into Cabbage Tree Harbour and unloaded onto
a wharf which had been constructed for this purpose. The
lighthouse was completed in 1903. The Lighthouse was
automated and de staffed in 1994. The Lighthouse reserve was
handed over in 1997 to NSW Department of Land and Water
Conservation. The site is now managed by the Norah Head
Lighthouse Trust. The place was listed as an Item of State
Significance in April 2007.23

Physical
description

The Keeper's cottages are simply detailed residences, with
elements of the suburban Federation Bungalow style adapted to
the exposed site, including the hipped terracotta tiled roofs.
The residences are similar in form but not construction, to
residences at other lightstations such as Sugarloaf Point and
Montague Island, with the detached Head Keeper’s residence
and nearby Assistant Keepers’ duplex.
The simple utilitarian planning, detail and mass of the
residences is also similar. These residences are built in
concrete blocks with a smooth external face.
The Quarters feature an open verandah to the southeast and to
the southwest. At the corners of the verandahs the roof is
supported by sections of solid wall, also in concrete block.
These provide shelter. The back elevation, to the northwest has
a shorter verandah which is between a store and the laundry.
The door here is now generally used as the main entry to the
accommodation.
All verandah posts are of cast iron in a ‘turned timber’
appearance, with arched timber verandah beams. The
southeast verandah has been partially screened with panels of
timber and glass. Several outbuildings occupy the corner of the
yard, being the former fuel shed, the WC and the work shop and
store.
The interior is utilitarian, simply planned and detailed. The
rooms of the cottage are positioned off a central hallway with
front and rear doors at each end. The doors have etched glass
upper panels and timber lower panels, with 4-pane highlights
above. Floors throughout the living areas are carpet over

23
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timber, floor boards in the kitchen. The laundry and store have
terracotta tiled floors.
Walls throughout are painted render, with a moulded cement
rendered skirting. There are lath and plaster ceilings, although
they are mostly now relined in flat sheets with battened joints.
Original fireplaces still exist, several complete with original
detailing. The chimney mantel pieces are one of the few
decorative features and are Federation in style, some with
upper shelves for display. The circular brickwork front is a
character detail and well executed.
Condition

The place is in a sound condition and in some respects
significantly improved on its condition in 1999. Maintenance is
required.

Integrity

The integrity as representative of its original state is moderate to
high. The original fabric to a large extent remains undamaged.

Intrusions
photographs

The Reserve offers diversity that is not conveyed by just a few
photographs however the following allow an initial impression
which it true to the place:

Image 6.3 south west side of AKQs,
towards the fuel store out building.

Image 6.4 On the sea side, general
footpath to the Light tower.
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Image 6.5 to the north east, with ‘back
yard’ dividing wind wall, note roof tiles

Image 6.6 laundry wall and back
verandah, main entry, store adjacent

Image 6.7 recent kitchen upgrade,
retains original fabric behind joinery

Image 6.8 long central hallway
common to all residences

Description of Components
19- Former
Wood Store,
WC

The former fuel store has been opened up since 2000, as a
north facing shelters picnic or outdoor activities space with table
and ench seating.

17-Assistant
Keeper’s
Quarters

From the drawing detail (dated 19.10.00) the current bathroom
is shown as ‘store’. The water cistern is shown west of the
verandah. The laundry is shown sharing the kitchen chimney.
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Verandah

Kitchen
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Dining Room
Used as the
lounge room

Bedroom 1

Sitting Room
Now used as
bedroom.

Bedroom 2

Hallway

Bath Room
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Laundry

Verandah S-E

Verandah S-W

Roof Space

The roof framing is impressive, constructed in large sections of
clear, straight timber, with additional purlins and support
anticipating heavy winds, built to endure.
The ceiling construction viewed from above is lath and plaster,
covered in terracotta dust. The impact of the aggressive windy
seaside environment is obvious.
The roof space provides examples of the precast concrete
blocks without render. It is also possible to reinstate chimneys.

Subfloor Space The subfloor space inspected is dry and smells only of soil and
creosote. The timber framing bears on precast concrete blocks,
no ant capping. It is well set out in clear, straight timber. Built to
endure.
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The subfloor space provides good examples of the construction
techniques used for all of the buildings on the site. It elaborates
on the details shown on the original drawings.
Remnant of roof tiles were evident in the dirt.

External Walls

The walls are robust in their construction and finish.
Maintenance is required. Corroding embedded metal has the
potential to crack rendered coatings and substrate blockwork.
The tooled joints in the cement render are described as
‘….being bedded and jointed with cement mortar and having a
margin of painters' putty on the outer edge of all beds and
joints. This class of work, while novel to the colony, is largely
used in other parts of the world, and has the advantage of
obviating the disfiguring cracks caused by shrinkage of material
usually seen on the faces of structures built with mass concrete’
24
are failing in many areas. Some have been inappropriately
refilled with contemporary cement rich mortar.
The seaward corners of the main verandah are supported by a
wall returning around each corner, featuring a small window in
each direction. Given the need to observe the ocean in allweather these would have been advantageous to the
Lightkeeper. Serious cracks in the wall were noted at the corner
near the window. Embedded ferros metal remnants must be
carefully removed. Note the examples of destructive corrosion
below:

24

Hunter Historians, referring to Carleton, “New South Wales Lighthouses”, Royal Society of New
South Wales Journal of Proceedings, Vol 32 Sydney 1899,p cii.
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New roof tiles installed 2017.

Roof
Yard, Fences,
Paths and
Gates

Significance
Current listings
and recognition

Norah Head Lightstation Precinct,
NSW Heritage Listed Item 01753, Heritage Act 1977.
Former Wyong LEP 2013, item 43.
National Trust of Australia, Register number 4556.

Previous
assessments

Norah Head Lightstation, Norah Head NSW Conservation
Management Plan by Suters Architects 2000 (endorsed 2004)
with a Plan of Management, both for the Department of Land
and Water Conservation.

Comparative
significance

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is comparable to the
Cape Byron Headland Reserve in its history, development,
accessibility, uses and management. Cape Byron has been
acknowledged as a model for joint community and government
participation in managing a cultural site.
The buildings contain the elaborate stormwater and sullage
systems typical of the work of Barnet and Harding.
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Aboriginal
Cultural
significance

The headland is associated with Bungaree, an Aboriginal man
of historical significance and thus the Norah Head area is of
very high cultural significance to the local Aboriginal
Community.25
The National Parks and Wildlife Act stipulates the requirements
for respecting and protecting this significance.

NSW Heritage
Assessment
Criteria
a)
cultural or
natural history

Assessment

b)
a special
association with
a person or their
works

c)
aesthetic,
creative or
technical
achievement

The construction of the Lighthouse in 1902-1903 was an
important and effective navigational aid in local and broader
maritime history of Australia’s coastline. It was one of three
lighthouses project and the last of an era. It survives relatively
intact. It is in close proximity to major NSW population centres
and is easily accessed.
The construction of the Norah Head Lightstation is directly
associated with the history of the NSW Government (post
Federation) and Charles Harding, a specialist lighthouse
architect in NSW and his Engineer-in-Chief, Cecil Darley.
James Barnet has claimed an influence over the designs. He
was responsible for Sugarloaf Pt Lighthouse and many others,
as the Colonial Architect.
The Headland, rock platform and beaches are impressive from
the land and the sea, particularly with the sun on the white
Lighthouse and Quarters, the quarters roofed in terracotta.
The living quarters and ancillary buildings have a high aesthetic
value in their location and setting, displaying both classical and
bungalow style influences in its detail and materials. The
residential Quarters displaying a more austere but elegant, early
Federation /Queen Anne architectural style.
The outlook to and from the place is highly valued by the
community and visitors.
The use of clever water storage and sullage systems, locally
precast concrete construction is of high to moderate, interesting
technical significance.

25

INSITE Heritage, page 6 report ‘Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan Norah Head
Lighthouse Reserve…’, 2016 for NHLRT and WSC
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d)
social, cultural
or spiritual
association

The site has strong connections to many people who lived and
worked in many of the lighthouses around Australia and for their
families and friends.
The place has good visitation rates that are constantly growing.
The place offers retreat to overnight guests.
The Central Coast community is proud to display and promote
the Reserve and Lightstation group, often using its logo graphic
and photographs of the place to promote the area.

e)
potential for
research,
archaeology
and
understanding

f)
rarity or
endangered
aspects

Areas around the Lightstation are considered ‘disturbed’. The
buildings offer potential for understanding the construction
techniques at the turn of last century.
The stories of Light Keepers, their families and passing
seafarers, offer insights into a moderate but still significant
social history.
The Keepers’ Quarters and ancillary buildings are rare for their
technology, construction and intact state. It is rare for its easy
access from Sydney, Newcastle and other population centres.
It is also significant as part of a coastal network of Lighthouses
covering many types, technologies and decades.

g)
representative,
demonstrating
the principal
characteristics
of a class of
place

The group of functional buildings is representative of a style and
class of buildings in NSW reaching back to James Barnet’s
replacement lighthouse for Francis Greenway’s sandstone
Macquarie Lighthouse 1816-1818 at Dunbar Head, near the
entrance to Port Jackson, Sydney Harbour. Barnet designed a
tower similar to the original, lit in 1883. He added his Barnet
touches which have been carried through many designs along
the NSW coast.
Norah Head followed Cape Byron and Point Perpendicular
Lightstations in the use of the rendered pre-cast concrete
blocks. Although nearly 800 kilometres apart, the plans and
details for the buildings at Cape Byron and Norah Head are very
similar. Norah Head used a superior lamp.
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Statement of Significance
The headland is associated with the spiritual and cultural history of the local
Guringai and Darkinjung people. Norah Head is significant for the knowledge they
hold here, for the archaeological evidence and research potential of the site.
The Norah Head Lighthouse is significant as the culmination of a period of
lighthouse construction along the NSW coast from 1858 to 1903. The lighthouse is
similar in style and construction to Cape Byron (1901) and Point Perpendicular
(1899) and these make a significant group. The classical style and form of the
Norah Head Lighthouse and annexe developed from Francis Greenway's South
Head Light and James Barnet's Sugarloaf Lighthouse is significant. The
construction method using locally precast concrete blocks, then rendered was an
innovative technique at the time that may have been introduced by Charles
Assinder Harding, architect with the newly formed Public Works Department. The
lightstation with lightkeepers’ cottages, record the occupation of the site, lifestyle
and the work of manning and maintaining the lighthouse from 1903 until c1984.
The lighthouse is a prominent landmark that stands in stark contrast to the
surrounding environment.
The Reserve, lighthouse, lightstation group of buildings, the surrounding bushland
and marine environment are held in high esteem by the community and local
mariners.
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INVENTORY SHEET NO. 7
Element Name

Former Stables

Other Names

Was called the garage at one time; LandCare meeting room

Consideration
Type of Place

Built Heritage.

Associations

Norah Head and Norahville, the Central Coast Council LGA, the
Guringai and Darkinjung people and their ancestors, the Norah
Head ‘Headland Environmental Trust’ and Coast Care
Volunteers, the story of Pt Perpendicular and Cape Byron
Lighthouses and east coast maritime history.

Curtilage

This item sits within the Lightstation Precinct and is surrounded
by the bushland of the Reserve. The curtilage involves the
whole site including views into and out of the site.

Location on site

Image 7.1 - This Inventory Item is shown by the items shaded in
colour.
Source for the base diagram: Lucas Stappleton & Partners 1995.
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Image 7.2 the lightstation group
Source: NSW Government sixmaps

Description
Construction

Additions

c.1960

The Stables were converted to a garage.

c.1970’s

Former Stables, Assistant Keepers’ duplex,
ancillary buildings and Stables re roofed in grey
concrete tiles over lining boards.
Recently a visitors’ toilet amenities building has
been constructed in the vicinity of the stable.

2016

Image 7.3 Stables and the setting
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Historical notes

Construction of the lighthouse began in 1901 and was
undertaken by day labour. Materials for the lighthouse were
brought by boat into Cabbage Tree Harbour and unloaded onto
a wharf which had been constructed for this purpose. The
lighthouse was completed in 1903. The Lighthouse was
automated and de staffed in 1994. The Lighthouse reserve was
handed over in 1997 to NSW Department of Land and Water
Conservation. The site is now managed by the Norah Head
Lighthouse Trust. The place was listed as an Item of State
Significance in April 2007.26

Physical
description

The former stables building is a simply rectangular building,
utilitarian in its planning layout with a simple gabled roof,
pitched to suit its stable use, cool and ventilated and in keeping
with the architecture of the Quarters to present as a group. It
uses solid construction and traditional carpentry elements
including the roof trusses and the major doors. There is no
verandah. No fireplaces.
The building is built in concrete blocks with a smooth external
face. The south wall has no openings. The exterior is finishes to
match the Quarters however the interior is not rendered,
showing the irregular nature of the precast blocks. The interior
is painted.
The stables building was originally roofed in terracotta tiles.
These were probably replaced by grey concrete roof tiles in the
1970’s. At that time, wide lining boards were installed on to the
top of the rafters.
Recently those roof tiles and the lining boards were replaced in
conjunction with the New Public Amenities building next door.

Condition

The place is in a sound condition and in some respects
significantly improved on its condition in 1999. Maintenance is
required.

Integrity

The integrity as representative of its original state is moderate to
high., a toilet amenities block has been added, chimneys have
been removed, concrete roof tiles have been installed, fences
have changed location and style.
However, the carpark is located on the south side of the rise
before the view to the lightstation group, the toilets have been
carefully located outside the major sightlines, all major
components of the place are still in reasonable condition and

26

NSW Heritage Listing
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some interpretation has been put in place. Weed management
and erosion control measures have made a positive impact on
the place.
Intrusions
photographs

The precinct offers diversity that is not conveyed by just a few
photographs however the following allow an initial impression
which it true to the place:

Image 7.4 looking northwest, the
Stables set apart from the group, not in
the location shown on the drawings.

Image 7.4 not the original roofing, large
doors and ironmongery

Image 7.5 alterations to accommodate
a car, north side. Storage area

Image 7.6 building offers a display of
construction techniques for the place
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Image 7.7 moisture penetrating the
roof. Display of rough precast blocks

Image 7.8 Former stable use visible and
ready for interpretation

Description of Components
20 - Former
Stables

The cart house, fodder, stalls and manure uses have been
superseded by cars (with the necessary modification for depth),
stores rooms and meeting spaces for reserve volunteers.

Cart house
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fodder

stalls

hardstand

construction

External Walls
New roof tiles installed 2017.

Roof
Fences, Paths
and Gates

intrusive
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New Public
Toilet
Amenities

Significance
Current listings
and recognition

Previous
assessments

Comparative
significance

Norah Head Lightstation Precinct,
NSW Heritage Listed Item 01753, Heritage Act 1977.
Former Wyong LEP 2013, item 43.
National Trust of Australia, Register number 4556.
Norah Head Lightstation, Norah Head NSW Conservation
Management Plan by Suters Architects 2000 (endorsed 2004)
with a Plan of Management, both for the Department of Land
and Water Conservation.
The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is comparable to the
Cape Byron Headland Reserve in its history, development,
accessibility, uses and management. Cape Byron has been
acknowledged as a model for joint community and government
participation in managing a cultural site.
The buildings contain the elaborate stormwater and sullage
systems typical of the work of Barnet and Harding.

Aboriginal
Cultural
significance

The headland is associated with Bungaree, an Aboriginal man
of historical significance and thus the Norah Head area is of
very high cultural significance to the local Aboriginal
Community.27
The National Parks and Wildlife Act stipulates the requirements
for respecting and protecting this significance.

27

INSITE Heritage, page 6 report ‘Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan Norah Head
Lighthouse Reserve…’, 2016 for NHLRT and WSC
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NSW Heritage
Assessment
Criteria
a)
cultural or
natural history

b)
a special
association with
a person or their
works

c)
aesthetic,
creative or
technical
achievement

Assessment

The construction of the Lighthouse in 1902-1903 was an
important and effective navigational aid in local and broader
maritime history of Australia’s coastline. It was one of three
lighthouses project and the last of an era. It survives relatively
intact. It is in close proximity to major NSW population centres
and is easily accessed.
The construction of the Norah Head Lightstation is directly
associated with the history of the NSW Government (post
Federation) and Charles Harding, a specialist lighthouse
architect in NSW and his Engineer-in-Chief, Cecil Darley.
James Barnet has claimed an influence over the designs. He
was responsible for Sugarloaf Pt Lighthouse and many others,
as the Colonial Architect.
The Headland, rock platform and beaches are impressive from
the land and the sea, particularly with the sun on the white
Lighthouse and Quarters, the quarters roofed in terracotta.
The living quarters and ancillary buildings have a high aesthetic
value in their location and setting, displaying both classical and
bungalow style influences in its detail and materials. The
residential Quarters displaying a more austere but elegant, early
Federation /Queen Anne architectural style.
The outlook to and from the place is highly valued by the
community and visitors.
The use of clever water storage and sullage systems, locally
precast concrete construction is of high to moderate, interesting
technical significance.

d)
social, cultural
or spiritual
association

The site has strong connections to many people who lived and
worked in many of the lighthouses around Australia and for their
families and friends.
The place has good visitation rates that are constantly growing.
The place offers retreat to overnight guests.
The Central Coast community is proud to display and promote
the Reserve and Lightstation group, often using its logo graphic
and photographs of the place to promote the area.
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e)
potential for
research,
archaeology
and
understanding

f)
rarity or
endangered
aspects

Areas around the Lightstation are considered ‘disturbed’. The
buildings offer potential for understanding the construction
techniques at the turn of last century.
The stories of Light Keepers, their families and passing
seafarers, offer insights into a moderate but still significant
social history.
The Keepers’ Quarters and ancillary buildings are rare for their
technology, construction and intact state. It is rare for its easy
access from Sydney, Newcastle and other population centres.
It is also significant as part of a coastal network of Lighthouses
covering many types, technologies and decades.

g)
representative,
demonstrating
the principal
characteristics
of a class of
place

The group of functional buildings is representative of a style and
class of buildings in NSW reaching back to James Barnet’s
replacement lighthouse for Francis Greenway’s sandstone
Macquarie Lighthouse 1816-1818 at Dunbar Head, near the
entrance to Port Jackson, Sydney Harbour. Barnet designed a
tower similar to the original, lit in 1883. He added his Barnet
touches which have been carried through many designs along
the NSW coast.
Norah Head followed Cape Byron and Point Perpendicular
Lightstations in the use of the rendered pre-cast concrete
blocks. Although nearly 800 kilometres apart, the plans and
details for the buildings at Cape Byron and Norah Head are very
similar. Norah Head used a superior lamp.

Statement of Significance
The Reserve and surrounding environment is associated with the spiritual and
cultural history of the local Guringai and Darkinjung people. Norah Head is
significant for the knowledge they hold here, for the archaeological evidence and
research potential of the site.
Norah Head has ecological significance as a habitat for threatened species and as
an example of remnant littoral rainforest. It is a fragile environment.
The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is significant as the culmination of a period
of lighthouse construction along the NSW coast from 1858 to 1903. The lighthouse
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is similar in style and construction to Cape Byron (1901) and Point Perpendicular
(1899) and these make a significant group.
The construction method using locally precast concrete blocks, then rendered was
an innovative technique at the time that may have been introduced by Charles
Assinder Harding, architect with the newly formed Public Works Department. The
lightstation with lightkeepers’ cottages and ancillary buildings including the Former
Stables record the occupation of the site, lifestyle and the work of manning and
maintaining the lighthouse from 1903 until c1984. The lighthouse is a prominent
landmark that stands in stark contrast to the surrounding environment.
The Reserve, lighthouse, lightstation group of buildings, the surrounding bushland
and marine environment are held in high esteem by the community and local
mariners.

ANNEXURE B FOLLOWS:
A3 prints of archival drawings
describing the original planning and construction:
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