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August 2020 Newsletter 

 

Covid 19 Virus and the Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve 

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Land Manager Board encourages everyone to come an 

enjoy watching whales while being mindful in practicing the 1.5m social distancing. 

Please be aware that the situation is constantly under review and our Web Site and Facebook 

Page will try and keep you up to date on the lifting of restrictions. 
https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/ 
 https://www.facebook.com/NorahHeadLighthouse/ 

LIGHTHOUSE TOWER TOURS TO REMAINS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

ACCOMMODATION 

Quarters No Q1 Assistant Lighthouse Keeper’s Quarters and Quarters Q3 the Head Lighthouse 

Keeper’s Quarters are available for short stay accommodation. 

There are some vacancies available, but these are filling fast.  Visit our web site for details or 

call our Reserve Manager, Tracy Stubbings on 0452 564 102. 

WEDDING VENUE 

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is available for hire as a Wedding venue.  Our Site 

Manager, Tracy Stubbings is available to help you plan a perfect day at a beautiful location.  

From simple ceremonies to a big bash, call Tracy (0452 564 102) and she will explain the many 

options open to you.   

 

Norah Head Lighthouse Land Manager Board 
P.O. Box 4 Toukley, NSW 2263 Australia 

https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/NorahHeadLighthouse/
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Grant Applications 

 

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Land Manager Board has written a submission to the 

Crown Reserves Improvement Fund (CRIF) 2020-21 funding round to get much needed 

funding.  The competition for funds is intense and the Board has identified a list of urgent 

Work Health and Safety (WH&S) issues that need to be addressed. 

 

1 New asphalt for access road and turnaround 30,030.00 

2 Air conditioning for all three quarters to control condensation and mould 47,908.00 

3 Replace Pebble Crete Q1, Q2 and Q3 Paths 27,324.00 

4 New path from Quarters Q1 to steps to the beach 58,140.00 

5 Handbasins for Outdoor Toilets 5,706.00 

6 New fuse boxes 11,465.30 

 TOTAL FUNDING NEEDED 180,573.30 

 

Board is pessimistic that we will not obtain anywhere near $180,000.00 of funding the Board 

needs to meet its obligations in maintaining the reserve for public enjoyment. 

Among the WH&S items requiring funding is the resealing of the now deteriorated roadway 

which is the only access to the quarters, dehumidifying the quarters to prevent mould, 

meeting Covid19 requirements for hand washing by installing hand basins in the Quarter’s 

outside toilets and reconstructing paths in the Quarters that have been identified as slippery 

when wet, also replacing the main bitumen path leading down to the Tower which is too 

narrow. 

 

On 17th July, 2020, Lyndsay Brooker, Executive Director Strategy & Policy, Crown 

Lands wrote to the Board saying: 

 

“We genuinely value the incredible wealth of experience and 

dedication that each member of the Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve 

Land Manager Board brings, on an entirely voluntary basis, to the 

care, management and maintenance of the Norah Head Lighthouse 

Reserve.  We are so proud of the work that you do that we even chose 

to feature the Norah Head Lighthouse and the work that you do in 

the draft Plan1.” 
 

The Board hopes that the Crown Reserves Improvement Fund (CRIF) 2020-21 funding 

assessment team recognises that the Board requires help to meet its duty of care for visitors 

to our reserve. 

 

 
1 State Strategic Plan – A Vision for Crown Land 
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Crown Land -Extracts from State Strategic Plan – A Vision for Crown Land 

Crown land is highly valued and enjoyed by diverse communities and individuals across the 

state.  

Crown land is held in trust by the NSW government on behalf of the community, and there 

are special processes to determine how the land is used and managed. Unlike freehold 

property, it cannot be bought or sold except under special provisions. Aboriginal communities 

have legal rights over some Crown land.   

Crown land is highly valued and enjoyed by diverse communities and individuals across the 

state.  It is used for a wide variety of purposes, from farms, parks, reserves, roads and 

cemeteries, to showgrounds, campgrounds and industrial sites. Crown land provides essential 

space for business, tourism, recreation, well-being and biodiversity. 

Crown land comprises 42% of all land in NSW. 

Most Crown land (approximately 85 per cent) is in the Western Division and is used for 

grazing, cropping, mining and renewable energy generation.  Much of this land has been 

leased on a perpetual basis. These perpetual leases confer rights that are similar to those of 

freehold title, and these leaseholders manage the land. 
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How Crown land came to be 

Prior to European settlement, all of what is now NSW was Aboriginal land. As part of 

establishing a new colony the government of Great Britain asserted legal ownership of all 

land. From this base the colonial, and then 

the state government proceeded to allocate or sell land, and to record and guarantee its 

ownership. Most of these allocations and sales created what are now freehold property rights 

for the new owners. 

In 1983 the Parliament of NSW created a system of Aboriginal land rights to compensate 

Aboriginal communities for the loss of their land. This provided for the return of some Crown 

land to Aboriginal ownership.  This system continues to the present today 

In 1992 the High Court of Australia found that traditional Aboriginal rights to land (known as 

native title rights) continue to exist across Australia in cases where they have not been 

extinguished by subsequent government legislation or actions. 

Crown land 
 

  Freehold  land 

NSW has legislated to compensate Aboriginal communities 

for taking their land by returning available Crown land to 

Aboriginal Land Councils.  Transfers are in response to claims 

from Land Councils 

 

 

 • Native Title extinguished. 

• Cannot be claimed by 
Aboriginal Land Councils. 

• Can be freely bought and 

sold and leased. 

 

 

 

Land not subject to 

claim 

 Land subject to 
claim 

• Crown land that is 

lawfully used or 

occupied, or that is 

required for an 

essential public 

purpose, or for 

housing. 

• Can be sold, leased, 

or licensed if 

permitted under 

native title 

legislation. 

 • Cannot be sold, leased 

or licensed without 

consent of claimant 

Aboriginal Land 

Council. 

• Land validly claimed 

is to be transferred 

to the Aboriginal land 

Council in freehold. 

 

 

The NSW Government manages large areas of other lands that is not Crown land, for 

example, national parks and state forests occupy large areas.  Other NSW Government 

departments own or control land for specialised purposes such as roads, schools, hospitals 

and prisons. 
Aboriginal land 
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Some Crown land is managed by others 

In some cases, Crown land is managed by 

individuals or entities who have the capability, 

interest and resources to care for the land.  For 

example, many local government councils 

manage Crown land within their council areas. 

Community-based groups, corporations, 

incorporated associations or Aboriginal Land 

Councils may be designated as Crown land 

managers. 

Crown land managers are responsible for the 

control and management of land under their 

care.  They can grant leases and licences2 to 

others who wish to use the land, and can collect 

revenue to assist with the care, upkeep and 

development of the land they manage (if that use 

is consistent with any reservation or dedication 

that has been placed on the land). 

Many community-based groups are staffed by 

volunteers who provide their time and skills free 

of charge in order to benefit their community.  

The contribution volunteers make to social, 

cultural, economic and environmental outcomes 

across NSW has been, and continues to be, 

substantial.  Generations of people have 

benefited from the generous work of these 

volunteers. 

 
2 These can be granted with approval by the ministers with 
responsibility for Crown lands. The exception is for Council land 
managers, who do not need permission from the minister to 
grant licences and leases. 
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Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) Norah Head Weather Station 

 

Automatic Weather Stations (AWS) 

Station Details: ID: 061366 Name: NORAH HEAD AWS Lat: - 33.28 Lon: 151.58 
Height: 18.8 m 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lighthouse Quarters Transformation 

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Land Manager Board used the Covid 19 lockdown to 

give Quarters 1 and Quarters 3 a make over.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 STEVENSON SCREEN 

ANEMOMETER 
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This is where the data you see on the TV weather reports or data you get from the BOM 

Radar web site comes from 

 

 

The primary and historical duty of the Light Keeper was the maintenance of the integrity of 

the navigational aid.  One Lighthouse had three keepers and their families living on site.  At 

night there are three alternating shifts of 4 hours each, followed by an eight-hour break. 

Over the century, depending on the location, the Lighthouse Keeper could have a variety of 

roles such as meteorologists, seismologists, coast-watchers, telegraph and radio operators, 

wardens, public relation officers, reporting the weather, providing storm warnings to vessels 

and communicating with numerous passing ships. 

It should come as no surprise then that one of 

the greatest Meteorologists was also involved 

with lighthouses.  You will note from my article 

in the July 2020 Newsletter entitled “A Short 

History On How The Design Of Norah Head 

Lighthouse Developed” that Scottish engineer 

Robert Stevenson was a seminal figure in the 

development of lighthouse design and 

construction in the first half of the 19th century.  

He also developed his small thermometer 

screen with double-louvered walls on all sides 

and no floor in 1864.  This basic design has been 

around for about 150 years and is used by most 

meteorological organisations around the world. 

He served as president of the Royal Scottish 

Society of Arts (1859–60), as president of the 

Royal Society of Edinburgh (1884-86), and was 

a co-founder of the Scottish Meteorological 

Society 

 

 

 

Date/Time Temp App Dew Rel Delta-
T 

Wind Press Press Rain 
since 

EST °C Temp Point Hum °C Dir  Spd Gust Spd Gust QNH MSL 9am 

    °C °C %   km/h km/h kts kts hPa hPa mm 

15/11:30pm 13.3 9.3 6.6 64 3.2 SW 17 26 9 14 1016 1016 0 

15/11:00pm 13.8 9.2 8 68 2.9 SW 22 37 12 20 1017 1017 0 

15/10:30pm 13.8 8.7 7.6 66 3.1 SSW 24 35 13 19 1017 1017 0 

15/10:00pm 13.8 8.3 7.6 66 3 SW 26 39 14 21 1017 1017 0 

15/09:37pm 14.1 8.6 9.1 72 2.5 SSW 28 46 15 25 1017 1017 0 

15/09:30pm 14.2 7.9 8.8 70 2.7 SSW 32 46 17 25 1017 1017 0 

Robert Stevenson 
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A Stevenson screen is basically a box with louvres that allows air to circulate around the 

thermometer inside while protecting it from outside elements like rain and direct sunlight.   

The outside is painted white to minimise heat absorption.   

These Instrument Screens are essential for good measurement and house max/min 

thermometers and other instruments such as Hygrometers to measure Relative Humidity   

Choosing the right position for a Stevenson screen is important.  Nearby objects like buildings 

and trees can reflect or absorb heat, so the Bureau always tries to place a Stevenson screen 

well away from any such features.  They are always set up over a natural surface, like grass, 

and avoid surfaces like concrete. 

 

A Stevenson screen, closed (left) and open (right), containing a resistance temperature 

device (thermometer) and a relative humidity probe. 

Traditionally, trained observers would read the thermometer and send in the observations at least 

twice a day—normally at 9am and 3pm; but these days we have automatic thermometers that 

send in the information electronically, so the Bureau can collect a lot more data. 

The Bureau has been measuring air temperature for over 100 years now, and we have around 

700 automatic weather stations set up all over the country, so Stevenson screens are important 

for getting consistent air temperature measurements—no matter where you are. 

 

 


