Norah Head Lighthouse Land Manager Board
P.O. Box 4 Toukley, NSW 2263 Australia

January 2021 Newsletter
Covid 19 Virus and the Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve
The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Land Manager Board
encourages everyone to come and enjoy the Lighthouse
Reserve over the holidays while being mindful in practicing
the 1.5m social distancing.
Please be aware that the situation is constantly under
review and our Web Site and Facebook Page will try and
keep you up to date on the lifting of restrictions.
https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/NorahHeadLighthouse/

LIGHTHOUSE TOWER TOURS STILL REMAIN CLOSED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
ACCOMMODATION & WEDDINGS AVAILABLE
Visit our web site for details or call our Site Manager, Tracy
Stubbings on 0452 564 102.
________________________________________________

Covid 19 Impacts on the Reserve.

Artwork by Tony James

Reserve activities curtailed by Covid 19:
• Tower Tours not possible causing a major loss of
income to the Board.
• Accommodation was only closed for the duration
of the lockdown. Above occupancy rates and
cautious spending helped keep the Reserve
financially solvent.
• While Weddings went ahead it was not possible
to host wedding functions.
• Community events such as the Whale Dreamers
Festival had to be cancelled.
• During the lockdown the Reserve was a popular
place to exercise.
• There was no drop in numbers of people using the
Reserve.
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NSW Government COVID-19 stimulus funding.
The NHLRLM Board engaged Tyrrells Property Inspections Pty Limited. On the 6th
March 2019 they inspected the three lighthouse keeper’s quarters, the objective being
to identify maintenance work required at the property. Their report identified a large
amount of maintenance items that needed attention. Of particular concern was the
Work Health and Safety (WH&S) items needed to be addressed as soon as possible.
Many of the items like the access road was beyond the Board’s ability to finance.
As reported in our November 2020 Newsletter the NSW Government has allocated the
Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Land Manager $200,000 (GST exclusive) of funding
for a new workshop and storage building and access works at Norah Head Lighthouse
Reserve. This injection of funds will allow the Board to address the most pressing of
the WH&S items.
The $200,000 will be allocated over two years comprising $60,000 in FY2020/21 and
$140,000 in FY2021/22.
New Workshop and Storage Building
The Board is at present awaiting Heritage Office approval to minor amendments to the
Central Coast Council Approved DA. Early in 2021 an amended DA will be lodged with
Council.

The Board intends to invite builders to submit quotations for the new

workshop and storage building for construction in the FY2021/22 when the funding
becomes available.
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WH&S ITEM 1

NEW ASPHALT

FOR ACCESS ROAD
The Board applied to Crown Lands to have this item funded. The Board on its
own was unlikely to ever be able to fully fund this much needed WH&S Item.
Now thanks to the New South Wales Government Covid19 Stimulus Funding this
work will be undertaken in February 2021.
This road is the only access available to the Lightkeepers Quarters Accommodation
and the Site Manager's office. The Board employs a full time Site Manager who resides
in Quarters Q2. The asphalt pavement of this shared vehicular/pedestrian access road
has failed to such a degree that it has been identified in an independent engineering
report to be both a trip hazard and in danger of further failure under the weight of
heavy vehicles. A new solid and continuous asphaltic concrete surface will ensure
pedestrian safety and allow safe passage for guest and trade vehicles. Lighthouse
Keepers quarters Q1 and Q3 are available for holiday rental accommodation.
Tyrrells Property Inspections in its 2019 report identified this as one of ten
Occupational Health & Safety (WH&S) items that required urgent funding.
32. Common driveway – remove and replace cracked and uneven asphalt driveway surface in front of
all cottages to eliminate potential trip hazards and improve amenity.

Over a year has now past and the road has continued to deteriorate to a far greater
extent than when it was inspected by Tyrrells. The Board seeks funds to proceed with
the resealing of this private road which is badly in need of repair.
The existing sealed section of the roadway is approximately 70 meters long. The
pavement design recommends overlaying the existing sealed pavement with 30mm of
new asphalt.

Photos showing condition of existing rear access road:
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Central Coast Council assisted the Board with deflection testing that revealed that the
existing pavement had failed in two sections and needed heavy patching. This
involved excavating approximately 40mm and filling with a 75mm depth of asphalt.

Arial Photo showing the area of overlay to the existing sealed pavement
The Heritage Office considers that the resealing of the Lighthouse Keepers Quarters
rear access road to be minor in nature with no adverse impact on heritage significance
of this heritage site and has granted the Board permission to have the road repaired.
The Board has a responsibility to provide safe access on the reserve and it was of grave
concern that this road was no longer safe for visitors to walk along without fear of
tripping on the failed pavement and potholes.
The Board has obtained three quotes to resurface the road and awarded the contract
to Coastal Asphalt Pty Ltd.
_____________________________________

WH&S ITEM 2 REPLACE
QUARTERS PEBLECRETE PATHS
The Board applied to Crown Lands to have this item funded. The Board on its
own was unlikely to ever be able to fully fund this much needed WH&S Item.
Now thanks to the New South Wales Government Covid19 Stimulus Funding this
work will be undertaken in May 2021.
This is a health and safety issue that has can have serious consequences. Each of the
3 Lightkeepers Quarters have an access path from the driveway to the front door which
have been identified in an independent engineering report to be slip hazard when wet.
These original pebblecrete footpaths are broken up and require replacing with a
continuous nonslip replacement path.
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Lighthouse Keepers quarters Q1 and Q3 are available for holiday rental
accommodation. The Board employs a full time Site Manager who resides in Quarters
Q2. The paths to the Quarters have been coated with pebblecrete. Tyrrells Property
Inspections in its 2019 report identified this as one of ten Occupational Health & Safety
(WH&S) items that required urgent funding.
28. Q1 front yard - remove and replace uneven and slippery pebblecrete surface to paths and slab at
front yard, including slab section adjacent front patio

The proposal is for the removal and replacement of existing uneven and slippery
pebble crete surface to paths at front yard, including slab section adjacent front
patio.

The Board will obtain new quotes for this work in January 2021.
______________________________
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WH&S ITEM 3

HANDBASINS FOR

OUTDOOR TOILETS
The Board has applied to Crown Lands to have this item funded. The Board
considers this item especially important and has resolved to fund it from income
generated by the Board’s activities. This work will be undertaken in February
2021. The Board is hopeful that this item will be funded by Crown Lands when
the Crown Reserves Infrastructure Funding grants (CRIF) is announced in January
2021.
This is a health and safety issue that has can have serious consequences. Each of the
3 Lightkeepers quarters have an outside toilet that require the addition of a hand wash
basin. This is particularly urgent given the current COVID19 situation as well as meeting
the needs of on-going health risks
Handwashing is a simple, primary preventive measure that most people can do
independently. Handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds with soap
and water is the first line of defence in stopping the spread of infection.
The Norah Head Lighthouse quarters are State Heritage listed buildings and the impact
of providing a conventional hand basin would involve damaging the fabric of the
cement rendered outside toilets located in Quarters 1, 2 and 3. It would involve core
drilling a hole through the wall into the lane way, to connect to the sewer and running
a water pipe around inside wall from the toilet cistern to the hand basin (cold water
only) and surface mount the pipe.
Caroma have a Profile 5 cistern with Integrated
Hand Basin is the first of its kind, incorporating a
unique integrated dual-flush push button and spout
combination designed to lower total bathroom
water usage. Profile 5 saves water by allowing the
same water to be used for two purposes. Fresh
water is first used for hand washing and then flows
into the cistern to ultimately flush the toilet. These
can be installed by replacing the existing cisterns
and avoid damaging the walls.
The work is estimated to cost $6,000.00.

________________________________________________
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WH&S ITEM 4 FUSE BOXES
UPGRADE AGED CIRCUIT
PROTECTION DEVICES
The Board considers this item especially important and has resolved to fund it
from income generated by the Board’s activities. This work will be undertaken
in May 2021.
Tyrrells Property Inspections in its 2019 report identified this as one of ten
Occupational Health & Safety (WH&S) items that required urgent funding.
9. Q1, Q2 & Q3- upgrade aged circuit protection devices with new combination RCD’s and circuit
breakers to distribution board

The work involves
1. Supply and install new stainless steel meter box enclosure. And disposal of
existing.
2. Remove existing meters and reinstall in the new meter box.
3. Supply and install new consumer mains in HD conduit as per new standards.
4. Remove the existing circuit breakers and group RCD and replace with new
single pole RCBO units.
5. Remove and replace the Service fuses and main switch
6. Test and Commission.
_____________________________________

From the Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Land
Manager Board
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