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April 2021 Newsletter 
 

Covid 19 Virus and the Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve 

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Land Manager Board encourages everyone to come 

and enjoy the Lighthouse Reserve while being mindful in practicing the 1.5m social 

distancing. 

 
https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/ 
https://www.facebook.com/NorahHeadLighthouse/ 

ACCOMMODATION & WEDDINGS AVAILABLE 

Visit our web site for details or call our Site Manager, Tracy Stubbings on 0452 564 102.  
 
 

 

TOWER TOURS 
 

LIGHTHOUSE TOWER TOURS MAY RECOMMENCE 26TH JUNE 2021 

 

Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Land Manager Board is actively exploring ways to allow 

tours to recommence that is Covid Safe, not only for visitors but for our Tour Guides as well. 

The tours are a great source of revenue for the Board.  The Board relies on income from 

Accommodation, Tours and selling souvenirs.  The loss of revenue from Tower Tours over 

the past year has put a severe strain on the Board’s finances.  Be assured the Board is 

exploring every avenue to have the tower open to visitors again. 

I can only urge you to keep your eye on our Web Site page and Facebook Page to keep 

abreast of any announcements. 

__________________________________ 

 

  

Norah Head Lighthouse Land Manager Board 
P.O. Box 4 Toukley, NSW 2263 Australia 

https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/NorahHeadLighthouse/
https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/board-newsletters/
https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/board-newsletters/
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Spectacular Wedding on March 20th at the Lighthouse 

The weather gods smiled on Mr. & Mrs. Speechley!  In between two huge rain events 

there was a break in the weather at just the right time.  Much to our award-winning Site 

Manager’s relief the event was a huge success and fireworks capped it off.  It was a 

beautiful end to a beautiful day. 

Photo: Jacob Hughes Creative. March 20 at 11:04 AM  ·  
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Whale Dreamers Festival Waves Farewell 

It is with great sadness that the Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve management Board 

announces that the Whale Dreamers Festival Committee ( 2007 - 2020 ) have decided to 

call it a day.  There will be no Whale Dreamers festival this year.  Nikki Freeburn on behalf 

of the Whale Dreamers Festival Committee advises: 

Dear members of Central Coast Council and Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Land Manager 

Board, 

On behalf of the co-ordinators of the historic annual WhaleDreamers Festival, we are announcing 

that after 14 years (11 at Norah Head Lighthouse), this extra-ordinary community event has come to 

its' natural end. 

The 4 volunteer organisers Colette Baron, Jeannie Lawson, Nikki Freeburn and Roberta Dixon Valk 

have decided it is time, especially considering the restrictions placed upon all outdoor events which 

have effected the ability to organise the festival for both last year 2020 and this year 2021.  

However, it wasn't just Covid that prompted this decision. We have worked diligently and lovingly 

together on this event since its humble beginnings in Terrigal in 2007, and each of us highly 

dedicated to many other projects supporting community and environmental welfare.  As nature takes 

its course, other priorities have taken precedence for all of us, although the WhaleDreamers 

Festival will be a special light in our hearts for many many years to come and bringing it to an end 

was not an easy decision. 

We wish to offer our sincerest and deepest thankyou to the Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Trust, 

Central Coast Council and the residents of Norah Head for your unending support.  This event had 

become a unique "one-of-a-kind" phenomena, wholeheartedly embraced by the community, who 

turned up each and every year to be a part of and contribute to a truly special day. A day of 

celebration of not only the whales, but also all other environmental aspects that raised awareness of 

the need for every single person to be responsible for choices that affect our planet and all living 

things on it. 

We trust the messages shared and received from these 14 events continue to influence our 

community to remember we have a delicate eco-system in peril, with which we have a symbiotic 

relationship to, and therefore a duty of care to look after it in the best way each of us can. 

Again, thank you for being such wonderful contributors to this very special event and know that 

without your support, it most certainly would not have become the Festival that it did. 

Yours sincerely 

Nikki Freeburn, Colette Baron, Jeannie Lawson & Roberta Dixon Valk 

WhaleDreamers Festival Committee 2007 - 2020 

In 2006, Colette Baron sat on a headland overlooking the ocean and cried.  The whale-

hunting nation of Japan had just been granted permission by the International Whaling 

Commission to add Humpback Whales to its kill-list for the coming season.  She sent out a 

call to everyone she knew — what could be done to mobilise the community about this 

outrage?  
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Among those who replied were environmental educator and whale watcher Jeannie Lawson, 

marine ecologist Roberta Dixon and community events organiser and whale watcher Nikki 

Freeburn.  And so the Whale Dreamers Festival was born as a protest to the slaughter. The 

festival brought the community together to raise awareness of the plight of whales, to raise 

funds for conservation and research projects about whales, and to actively participate in their 

conservation.  

 

Every year the community has looked forward to this event, which until it was cancelled in 

2020 due to Covid it went from strength to strength.  The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve 

Land Manager Board wishes to thank Nikki and Whale Dreamers Festival Committee 2007 - 

2020 for all the work they have done on to promote community awareness of the plight of 

these beautiful creaures as they rejoice at seeing them swim past Norah Head. 

The NHLRLM Board will be exploring some way, in conjunction with Central Coast Council, 

to establish a new committee/promoter to again have a day in 2022 where we celebrate 

whales and the natural environment on the Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve. 
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Media Article March 2021 

 

Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve 

Norah Head Lighthouse is located on the Eastern edge of the beautiful Norah Head Village.  

It has been standing and operating continuously for 118 years this year. The Lighthouse is 

the grand old lady of the Central Coast and is a real flasher.  Some say there is a ‘presence’ 

in the Lighthouse tower with many people claiming they ‘have felt a hand on their shoulder’ 

but when turning there is no one there.  However, there is a real presence of place at the 

Lighthouse Reserve.  The views are spectacular and the beaches and rock shelves are a gold 

mine of experiences for inquisitive young minds plus there are plenty of lawns for a family 

picnic. 

The craftsmanship associated with the design and construction of the Lighthouse and the 

Keepers Quarters is amazing and it makes you realise just how skilled and knowledgeable 

the people were all those years ago.  Initially the Lighthouse was manned by three families 

who also ran a small farm to grow their own food.  No supermarkets or corner shops in those 

days. 

The Lighthouse Reserve is maintained by four groups of volunteers including a Land Manager 

Board, Coastcare volunteers who look after the natural resources, a Maintenance crew who 

carryout most repairs to the Keepers Quarters and our Tour Guides who accompany people 

through the Lighthouse tower including a visit to the top of the tower where the Chance Bros 

lens is installed, another engineering marvel.  We need more volunteers for the Reserve’s 

Coastcare team and the Lighthouse Tower tours.  If you are interested this is what you need 

to know. 

Coastcare volunteering. 

The Reserves Natural Resources are impressive for such a small area.  There are over 150 

plant varieties and almost as many different birds.  The land animals are mainly small 

nocturnal mammals and reptiles so take care where you place your feet!   The two main 

functions of the Coastcare team are the removal of weeds and the replacement of native 

vegetation.  These two functions ensure the Reserve’s native vegetation is protected and 

improved which is why the Reserve has such prolific bird life.   
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The age group of these volunteers is generally between 60 and 85 years.  This work keeps 

people connected and helps enormously with their fitness.  The duties can be either in the 

Reserve’s bushland which can be quite steep or maintaining the public area of the Reserve.  

Two of our volunteers are both 80+ years and both look after the steep slopes on the Reserve 

and are amazing gentlemen, as are all our volunteers.  Morning tea is at 10:00am when the 

homemade scones and cake is produced and a few embellished stories are told. 

Tour Guides 

Our Tour Guides are provided with the history of the Lighthouse Reserve so that visitors are 

given correct information.  This includes the religious connection where symbolic errors were 

deliberately placed into the Lighthouse structure (only the Lord is perfect).    Tour guides are 

also informed of who was responsible for having the Lighthouse built and why, plus the 

requirements needed to be a Lighthouse Keeper in the early 1900’s, i.e. Lighthouse Keepers 

must be male, married and short.  Job requirements that would not be acceptable today.  To 

find out why—think about becoming a Tour Guide.  It is a beautiful location to hang out with 

people with like minded interests and to make some new friends. 

If you are interested in becoming a tour guide you need to be relatively fit to climb the 94 

steps up the Lighthouse Tower.  There are landings between the four sets of stairs so you 

can catch your breath.  And the views! Did I mention the views?  From Newcastle to Sydney 

and across the Central Coast.  You can actually see Sydney’s Centre Point Tower on a clear 

day.  Also, picture the RAAF’s latest F-35A Lightning stealth fighter flying around the 

Lighthouse Tower while you are at the top.  It is not unusual for a pilot to give you a wave 

and the noise of jet engines can be felt as well as heard.  If you are not up to climbing stairs, 

we still need people to sell admission tickets, to take enquiries or man our small souvenir 

shop.  

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Volunteers are generally good mates and refer to 

ourselves as the Lighthouse Family.  If you are interested in joining us or want additional 

information refer to the contact details on the attached advertisement. 

Neil Rose 

Chair 

Norah Head Lighthouse Land Manager Board 

 

Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve needs more volunteers particularly Coastcare volunteers and Lighthouse 

Tour Guides. 

If you are interested contact Site Manager Ms Tracy Stubbings at: 

Info@norahheadlighthouse.com.au or call 0452 564 102.  Alternatively, visit the Lighthouse Reserve on 

any Tuesday or Friday morning when our volunteers are on site and see either Neil, Ian or Tracy 

mailto:Info@norahheadlighthouse.com.au
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Donation to NSW Heritage Fleet based in Darling Harbour, Sydney NSW. 

 

A small Drummond Bros Limited (Surrey UK) lathe was donated to the Norah Head 

Lighthouse approximately three years ago.  Due to it having no relationship to Norah Head 

Lighthouse we have been trying to find a new home for the lathe. 

The lathe was built around 1900 and was installed on the SS Preston and was a treadle 

operated machine similar to the old sewing machines found in various community museums 

throughout Australia.  The faster the machine operator peddled the faster the lathe operated.  

It was used to manufacture small parts that failed whilst the Preston was in between ports. 

The little lathe has been around the 

world many times including during 

both World Wars.  The SS Preston 

sailed its last voyage to be scraped in 

Hamburg (Germany) in 1946.  Mr 

George Whitworth was the 2nd 

Marine Engineer on that trip and 

purchased the lathe from the shipping 

owners. 

George Whitworth took the lathe back to Blackpool where he used it for his own purposes 

plus manufactured parts for the Blackpool Beach Pleasure Park.  He migrated to Australia in 

1952 and brought the lathe with him.  The lathe was passed to his son George Greville 

Whitworth, also a 2nd Marine Engineer who eventually moved from Queensland to 

Queanbeyan NSW in 1976. 

The lathe was donated to Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve by the Whitworth family in 

memory of both George Whitworth and George Greville Whitworth.  The Norah Head 

Lighthouse Reserve’s chair person, Neil Rose has been able to locate the most suitable 

location for this little lathe to be looked after and protected with the NSW Heritage Fleet 

based in Darling Harbour, Sydney NSW. 
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Local Business Awards 

Norah Head Lighthouse has been nominated in the Specialist Business category. 

 
Voting link is : https://thebusinessawards.com.au/business/54058/Norah-Head-Lighthouse 

KEY DATES 2021 
Nominations Open: Monday 15th March  
Nominations Close: Thursday 15th April  

Presentation Evening: Wednesday 21st July  

 

https://thebusinessawards.com.au/business/54058/Norah-Head-Lighthouse
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The First Norah Head Light House Trust 

On 28th March 1961 the light was converted to electric operation and the power was 

increased to 1,000,000 candelas.  At the same time the staffing of the light was reduced from 

three lightkeepers to two.  In April 1993, Norah Head was one of only 18 staffed light stations 

in Australia administered by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA).  The 

Lighthouse was automated and de staffed in 1994.   

The Lighthouse reserve was handed over in 1997 to NSW Department of Land and Water 

Conservation who managed the Reserve until the 1st Trust was appointed in 2002.  The Trust 

members were adamant that the the Lighthouse be retained in its original state, with only 

necessary infrastructure repairs.  These repairs were funded by a one-off grant from the State 

Government of $100,000.  A paid caretaker and his wife occupied one of the Quarters.  

Later, tours of the Tower were implemented and proved to be a great success.  The 

achievement of subsequent trusts was built on the achievements of the 1st Trust volunteers, 

who managed to overcome difficulties and establish a model of how to make Norah Head 

Lighthouse Reserve the award winning establishment it is today. 

6 SEPTEMBER 2002 Establishment Of Trust 
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6 SEPTEMBER 2002 Appointment Of Trust Board Members  
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29 OCTOBER 2002  Inaugral Meeting Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Trust 

   Assistant Lighthouse Keepers Cottage 

PRESENT:  Lindsey Secomb, Bill Alexander, Ann Bokkerink, Sue Duncan, Roger 

Sentence ( in place of David Pross – ex officio Darlinjung) Brian Gordol ( Manager, 

Resource Access & Compliance, Hnter Region, DLWC) & Allan Thornley ( Lighthouse 

Co-Ordinator Hunter Region DLWC) 

APOLOGIES: Peter Morris & Anthony Signor (ex-officio, Land Access Manager, Hunter 

Region DLWC) 

Meeting was declared open at 6.05pm & Chaired by Brian Gardoll 

• It was advised that Ms Kareena Orman has left the district and resigned her 

position. 

• It was advised that Francis Brian Hutchings was moving to Tweed Heads and 

would not be taking up his position. 

Election of Office Bearers 

 Trust Chairperson Peter Morris  

Trust Secretary Ann Bokkernick 

Trust Secretary Sue Duncan 

Bob Kirkwood was the Caretaker 

 

5 DECEMBER 2003 Appointment Of Trust Board Members Ralph Peters & Rob Russell 

 

19 DECEMBER 2003  Annual General Meeting Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Trust 

Assistant Lighthouse Keepers Cottage 

PRESENT:  Peter Morris (Chair)  Lindsey Secomb, , Sue Duncan (Treasurer), Lindsey 

Secomb, Bill Alexander, Ralph Peters, Rob Russell and Anthony Signor (ex-officio, Land 

Access Manager, Hunter Region DLWC) 

APOLOGIES: Ann Bokkerink (Secretary) 

• Peter Morris announced his resignation from the Board. 

• Ann Bokkerink had advised she was not standing for Secretary. 

Anthony Signor acted as Returning Officer 

Election of Office Bearers 

Trust Chairperson Ralph Peter 

Trust Secretary Rob Russell 

Trust Secretary Sue Duncan 

 

30 APRIL 2004 Appointment Of Trust Board Members James Smith & Joyce Groves 
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20 AUGUST 2004 Appointment Of Trust Board Members Ex Officio Members Horst Endrulat – 

Central Coast Tourism & Cr Ron Stevens - Wyong Shire Council by virtue of 

holding another office. 

30 OCTOBER 2004  Annual General Meeting Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Trust 

Keepers Cottage at 4.20pm 

PRESENT: Ralph Peter (Chair), Sue Duncan (Treasurer) Lindsey Secomb, Jim Smith,  Bill 

Alexander & Anthony Signor (ex-officio, Land Access Manager, Hunter Region DLWC) 

APOLOGIES: Horst Endrulat ( Ex Officio Central Coast Tourism) Ron Stevens ( Ex Officio 

Wyong Council )  Ann Bokkerink (Secretary) All arrived at 4.35. 

• Peter Morris announced his resignation from the Board. 

Bill Alexander acted as Returning Officer 

Election of Office Bearers 

Trust Chairperson Ralph Peters 

Trust Secretary  Ann Bokkerink 

Trust Secretary  Sue Duncan 

 

25 NOVEMBER 2004  26th Trust Meeting 

• Ann Bokkernik resigns from Trust 

 

25 NOVEMBER 2005 Appointment Of Trust Board Member Jacqueline Spring 

 

1 NOVEMBER 2005  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NORAH HEAD LIGHTHOUSE RESERVE 

TRUST 

Lighthouse Report Room 8.45am 

PRESENT: Ralph Peter (Chair), Sue Duncan (Treasure), Jacquie Spring, Lindsey Secomb, 

Joy Groves, Bill Alexander, Jim Smith, Horst Endrulat ( Ex Officio Central Coast Tourism) 

Ron Stevens ( Ex Officio Wyong Council ) Allan Thorley. 

 

Allan Thorley acted as Returning Officer 

Election of Office Bearers 

Trust Chairperson Ralph Peters 

Trust Secretary Jacquie Spring 

Trust Secretary Sue Duncan 
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March 2021 Expenditure of Stimulus Funding  

Item 1 NEW ASPHALT FOR ACCESS ROAD AND TURNAROUND COMPLETED 

Rain interrupted Coastal Asphalt Pty Ltd from completing the laying of new asphalt on 

the Roadway on 25th February 2021 as scheduled.  The next occasion when there were 

no bookings for accommodation was 15th and 16th March.  

The weather gods smiled on us and work recommenced at 7.00am on Monday 15th 

March 2021.  The weather was overcast with sunny breaks. 

The laying of the asphalt was completed in good time and was then subjected to 

torrential rain over the next week with no ill effects. 
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Photos on 24th March, 2021, after over 400mm of rain at the Norah Head BOM Station 
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February -March 2021 Quarters Outdoor Toilets Upgraded  

This urgent health initiative was not included in the Crown Reserves Infrastructure Funding 

grants (CRIF) is announced in January 2021.  The Board considered this item especially 

important and resolved to fund it from income generated by the Board’s activities.   

Each of the 3 Lightkeepers quarters have an outside toilet that require the addition of a hand 

wash basin.  This is particularly urgent given the current COVID19 situation as well as meeting 

the needs of on-going health risks 

Handwashing is a simple, primary preventive measure that most people can do 

independently.  Handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds with soap and 

water is the first line of defence in stopping the spread of infection.   

The Norah Head Lighthouse quarters are State Heritage listed buildings and the impact of 

providing a conventional hand basin would involve damaging the fabric of the cement 

rendered in the outside toilets located at Quarters 1, 2 and 3.  It would involve core drilling 

a hole through the wall into the lane way, to connect to the sewer and running a water pipe 

around inside wall from the toilet cistern to the hand basin (cold water only) and surface 

mount the pipe. 

In February 2021 Adam Crane Plumbing installed a Caroma  Profile 5 

cistern with Integrated Hand Basin  that incorporates a unique 

integrated dual-flush push button and spout combination designed 

to lower total bathroom water usage.  Profile 5 saves water by 

allowing the same water to be used for two purposes.  Fresh water is 

first used for hand washing and then flows into the cistern to 

ultimately flush the toilet.  These can be installed by replacing the 

existing cisterns and avoid damaging the walls. 

 

In March Steve Napier Tiling was engaged to tile the floors of these 

outdoor toilets. 
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Severe weather event causes landslide on Reserve 

The severe weather event from 14th to 24th March 2021, has caused a landslide in the area 

shown below.  The NHLRLM Board is requesting Crown Lands access the damage and make 

recommendations to stabilise the slope. 


