
1 
 

 

August 2021 Newsletter 
 

Covid 19 Virus and the Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve 

When the current lockdown is lifted The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Land Manager 

Board encourages everyone to again come and enjoy the Lighthouse Reserve while being 

mindful in practicing the 1.5m social distancing. 

 
https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/ 
https://www.facebook.com/NorahHeadLighthouse/ 

LIMITED ACCOMMODATION & WEDDINGS BOOKING ARE STILL AVAILABLE 

Call our Site Manager, Tracy Stubbings on 0452 564 102.  
 

TOWER TOURS 

Due to the slowness of the Covid Vaccine roll out the Board cannot yet confirm when it can 

recommence tours. 
 

 

COVID LOCKDOWN CONTINUES….. 

The lockdown that was imposed from 6pm Saturday June 26 on the Central Coast 

continues to impact The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve.    

• Accommodation bookings for the two-week lockdown have been cancelled. 

• The reserve can be used for exercise only.  You can not sit and watch for 

whales; you must keep moving. 

• Our Site Manager is monitoring behaviour and will report COVID-19 

breaches of Public Health Act orders. 

• Our volunteers have been instructed to stay home. 

__________________________________ 

 

 

Norah Head Lighthouse Land Manager Board 
P.O. Box 4 Toukley, NSW 2263 Australia 

https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/NorahHeadLighthouse/
https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/board-newsletters/
https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/board-newsletters/
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State Strategic Plan for Crown land 

Crown land 2031 
Thanks to all of the stakeholders and community members who contributed to developing and 
finalising Crown land 2031 - State Strategic Plan for Crown lands. 

Please view the final endorsed plan Crown land 2031. You can also find out more about how 
we will be implementing it over the next ten years. 

 

Under the Crown Land Management Act 2016 (the Act) the NSW Government is required to 
create a State Strategic Plan for Crown land.  The State Strategic Plan sets the vision, 
priorities and overarching strategy for the management of Crown land and outline timeframes 
and outcomes.

https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/lands/public/on-exhibition/state-strategic-plan-for-crown-land/crown-land-2031-state-strategic-plan-for-crown-land
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2016/58/full
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/384062/Crown-land-2031-State-Strategic-Plan-for-Crown-land.pdf
https://youtu.be/VOfi_iLiDqw
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The First Norah Head Light House Trust –  

Part 2 the story continues… 

For Part 1 see April 2021 Newsletter by clicking HERE 

Through 2005 and 2006 the 1st Trust became divided on how the Trust’s finances 

would be managed.  Trust Members from Central Coast Tourism moved for 

accommodation bookings and accounts be managed by Central Coast Tourism 

using the online system Book Easy.  It apparently did not make for a happy Board. 

The Management Plan inherited from the Department of Land & Water 

Conservation was discussed and the following priorities noted for the Reserve. 

1. Preservation of the Area. 

2. Develop a Business Plan towards self-funding 

3. And Adopt a Mission Statement. 

“Dedicated to the preservation, conservation and management of the 

Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve.”  

Todd and Neisha Steedman had been appointed as Caretaker/Managers in 

August 2004.  The first Tower Tours were contracted out to a Tour Guide 

Organiser.  They were contracted to the Trust and necessary insurance put in 

place.  On 7th & 8th of January, 2006, the Tower Tours held raised an amount of 

$2,224.00.  Tour Guide Organiser, Jim Smith advised on 18th May 2007 that he 

was withdrawing his services as a Tour Guide Organiser.  Difficulties were had in 

managing contracted Tour Guide Organisers and it was decided by the Trust to 

run Tour Guide Volunteers itself.  A new Tour Guides Procedure was implemented 

covering communications/duties/responsibilities and OH&S.  Tours of the Norah 

Head Lighthouse were provided on a regular basis on Saturdays, Sundays and 

Public Holidays between 10am and 2pm at a cost of $10 per adult.  

In January 2006 Wyong Shire Council approved construction of the security gate 

at the Roundabout.  Wedding rates were set at $220.00 in line with that charged 

by Council.  In October 2006 the Norah Head Lighthouse web site was completed 

and the site for the new proposed public toilets decided.   

However, the Trust’s meeting minutes for October 2006 show that marketing of 

Tower Tours by Central Coast Tourism had become such a divisive issue that 

caused the Trust’s Chair, Ralph Peters, Treasurer, Sue Duncan, and Trust Member 

Bill Alexander resigned from the Trust. 

https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/april-2021-newsletter/
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27th November 2006 Extraordinary Trust Meeting 

Anthony Signor from Department of Land & Water Conservation was in the 

Chair in the absence of an elected Chair.  The General Manager of Crown 

Lands, Graeme Harding, also attended.  Anthony Signor advised the 

remaining Trust Members: 

− The Trust expires on 29th September 2007 and position for the next 

five years will be advertise in March/April 2007. 

− The issues that the Trust had, had been discussed with the Minister for 

Lands Tony Kelly MP. 

− The remaining Trust Members needed to move away from the past 

“Poisonous” atmosphere and move to respect for differing opinions.  

The previous parochial Trust needed broadening by including 

members of the wider community. 

− The Trust has the option of bringing in members in honorary positions 

without voting rights. 

− Three is the minimum number of community appointments needed. 

Anthony Signor acted as Returning Officer  

Election of Office Bearers  

Trust Chairperson  Ron Stevens 

Trust Treasurer David Prior 

A Code of Conduct rules were signed by Trust members.   

Central Coast Tourism took over all bookings for Tours and Accommodation 

as well as the Trusts emails norahheadlighthouse@bigpond.com.  They also 

became responsible for all income earning activities on the Reserve.  The 

second cottage was considered for accommodation.   

A new caretaker agreement was prepared and with a business management 

contract and tenders invited closing in August 2007.   

Wyong Shire Council was asked to bitumen the public car park.  They agreed 

to prepare the design and supervise the contract.  Grant funding was to be 

sought from the Department of Lands.  

norahheadlighthouse@bigpond.com


THE SIXTY NINE MILERS 

These little ships had battled their way through calm and raging seas to form the oldest 
coastal shipping route in Australia.  Their holds full of coal loaded in Newcastle destined for 
the port of Sydney. 

Their name is derived from the distance in mile between Sydney and Newcastle. 

Coal mining in Australia started in Newcastle in 1801, (permanently in 1804) although the first 
export of coal and the first export for the Colony of New South Wales was in 1799. 

The first coal mines were operated by the Colony of New South Wales using convict labour.  
The modern sites of Fort Scratchley and the James Fletcher Hospital sites were some of the 
locations of these mines.  The method used was the bord and pillar system.  Newcastle ended 
as a penal settlement in 1823, and shortly after the region was opened up to settlement. 

The first vessels used were little ketches of less than 50 tons, but as the colony grew so did 
the demand for coal as did the size of the fleet.  

Before long some 40 vessels plied the route between the two ports. 

It was not uncommon to see some of this armada standing off Nobby waiting for a favoura-
ble wind to enter the port of Newcastle.  With time, and the technology pouring out of Brit-
ain, Paddle Steamers and the Steam Propeller driven vessels would replace the wind driven 
ketches. 

Many of these vessels of all types would founder along the reef studded coastline. 

The reason for these ships to founder were varied, from overloading, the coal shifting in the 
holds, leaks, no hatch covers, and simply the unsuitability of the vessel for the task at hand.  
Yet generally all occurred during a storm. 

“During a gale in 1898 seas smashed into PSS Maitland.  Her engine room skylight broke and wa-

ter poured below proving too much for her pumps and forcing the crew to abandon ship.  Three 

survivors lived to tell the tale. 

In April of 1919, the SS Myole bound from Newcastle to Sydney took a sudden list off Long Reef 

and founder withing eight minutes.  Four of her crew was lost. 

On February 9, 1927, the SS Golava, coal laden from Catherine Hill Bay turned turtle in the dark 

off Terrigal with the loss of more that half the crew. 

 Two years later during the night of February 7th, 1929. The SS Annie M Miler when nearing Syd-

ney heads rolled over and sank without warning drowning six of her crew.” 

Terry Callen (Bar dangerous: a maritime history of Newcastle).  

Artwork Tony James 
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The Road to the Reserve is Closed at 

Night 
Bush Street, Norah Head is the street 

that leads to the Lighthouse.  It is closed 

each night one hour after sunset and 

remains closed until one hour before 

sunset by a heavy metal gate that is pad 

locked by Allpoint Security, a contractor 

employed by Central Coast Council.   

It is 580 meters from the Gate to the 

Public Car Park in the Norah Head 

Lighthouse Reserve. 

Time and time again we have individuals who feel compelled to ignore the fact 

the road is closed and force their way into the Reserve.  Last week we had a 

new desperate individual who decided to go off road, through the bush around 

the locked gate. 

The Board’s Site Manager reported that on Wednesday 14th July she noticed 

someone had bypassed the gate and entered Bush Street through the bush. 

There are also fresh skid marks on Bush Street: 
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The NHLRLM Board has requested Central Coast Council place a large 

sandstone block at the site to stop repeat offenders. 

 

The determination of some to drive in is unbeleivable as the chain and the 

padlocks are regularly cut.  In an effort to deter these offenders who used bolt 

cutters to access the Reserve, Council installed a system that prevented this.  

Someone saw this as a challenge and used an oxy acetylene torch to cut the 

lock mechanism out. 

 

The gate is being kept locked to keep out reasonable people by having our 

Site Manager, with a supply of chains and same keyed pad locks to regularly 

replace them when the gate is cut open. 
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HAVE YOUR SAY 

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Land Manager (NHLRLM) Board is 

seeking the community views on our Draft 2021 Management Plan.   

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve is a State listed heritage item, rich in both 

Aboriginal and European heritage.  The site also comprises various bushland 

eco-systems, some fragile and endangered, including some species of flora 

and fauna found there of high environmental value.  The NHLRLM Board works 

in collaboration with a number of key stakeholders to assist in conservation 

strategy, as well as to progress research and rehabilitation projects. 

You can view and download the Draft 2021 Management Plan at 

https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/about-us/. 

You can email your views on the Draft 2021 Management Plan at 

NHLRboard@outlook.com. 

It is proposed to close the Community Consultation on 31st August 2021. 

  

https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/about-us/
NHLRboard@outlook.com
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NORAH HEAD LIGHTHOUSE RESERVE IMAGES ON LINE 

The NHLRLM Board has established a You Tube presence and will be 

uploading some of it’s videos to it.  Here are the first two uploaded.  I’m sure 

you will find them intersesting. 

    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FLNATUylNQ           https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WW43ShS2gQM 

When you visit the Norah Head Lighthouse web site Norah Head Lighthouse - Norah Head Lighthouse 

youwill notice the “VIRTUAL TOUR”.  The NHLRLM Board engaged Central Coast 

Digital Media to produce and host a virtual tour of the reserve.   

You can also take a walk through the Reserve using Google Maps street view. 

If you would like to see how the VIRTUAL TOUR was made you can watch the 

Central Coast Digital Media video:  Behind the scenes of how a virtual tour is 

created - At Norah Head Lighthouse.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86_g3yo3aOU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FLNATUylNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WW43ShS2gQM
https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86_g3yo3aOU

