Norah Head Lighthouse Land Manager Board
P.O. Box 4 Toukley, NSW 2263 Australia

December 2021 Newsletter

The Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Land Manager Board wishes you and
yours a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2022.
Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve 2021 Review
It had been a very difficult year for the Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve Land Manager
Board (NHLRLMB). On the one hand we have had NSW Government Stimulus and
Crown Lands Infrastructure funding to spend and on the other hand the loss of income
from Accommodation, Weddings and Tower Tours resulted in such a depletion of the
NHLRLMB’s funds that there was a danger of not being able to meet its ongoing
expenses in running the Reserve. To quote Dickens:

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.”
November 2021, brought the spring of hope. The demand for accommodation has
been a life saver. Most of those who had to cancel their bookings in our winter of
despair have re-booked. There are only a few vacancies now available in 2022.
Previous newsletters have documented the great improvements the NHLRLMB has
managed with the Stimulus and Crown Lands Infrastructure funding and the new
footpath and roadway have made enjoying the Reserve that much safer. Future
infrastructure improvements will continue with stimulus funding in 2022.
The NHLRLMB encourages everyone to come and enjoy the Lighthouse Reserve over
the holidays. It is hoped that we can offer limited Tower Tours commencing in January
2022. Please be aware that the situation is constantly under review and our Web Site
and Facebook Page will try and keep you up to date on when Tower Tours
recommence.
https://norahheadlighthouse.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/NorahHeadLighthouse/

LIGHTHOUSE TOWER TOURS TO REMAINS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
ACCOMMODATION & WEDDINGS AVAILABLE
Visit our web site for details or call our Site Manager, Tracy Stubbings on 0452 564 102.
________________________________________________
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Memorial service to remember merchant seamen killed during WWII
The Central Coast Merchant Mariner’s Memorial Service for Merchant Mariners lost in
times of war is conducted on the grounds of the Norah Head Lighthouse on the 1 st
Saturday of each December.
Convener Neil Rose said the service, which will be attended by a broad range of
community groups and representatives, was a fitting way to commemorate the area’s
strong maritime history and also to remember those who died.
“Many people forget that we have a strong local history in our area in relation to
merchant mariners during World War II,” Mr Rose said.
“The east coast of Australia saw significant enemy action during the war, with mines
laid by German raiders and attacks by Japanese submarines.
“These took a heavy toll on civilian merchant shipping supplies which were heading
north to Darwin and Port Moresby.
“Many ships were sunk and many men were killed or injured.”
One ship, the MV Nimbin, was the first merchant ship to be lost during the war. It
struck a German-laid mine 13km off Norah Head at 11.15am on December 5, 1940,
and sank in three minutes. Seven men, including the master, were killed and 13 were
later rescued.
Another ship, the SS Iron Chieftain, was the first ship to be sunk by Japanese torpedoes
in 1942. The tragedy left 13 sailors dead, but 25 survivors made it safely to The
Entrance Beach, guided by the light from Norah Head lighthouse.
To commemorate the wartime sacrifices, a memorial service will be held at 11.15am,
the exact time the MV Nimbin hit the mine.

THE DETAIS
WHAT: Memorial
service for merchant
mariners killed during
World War II
WHERE: In the grounds
of Norah Head
lighthouse
WHEN: 11.15am,
Saturday 6th December
2021.
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Crown Reserved Infrastructure Funding - WEEDS
The NHLRLMB’s 2020 Application No 200432 to engage a professional contractor for
weed eradication in an amount of $15,400.00 was successful and the NHLRLMB
engaged Gecko Environmental Management to undertake bush regeneration and
weed eradication in areas that aided NHLRLMB's Coast Care volunteers to:
1.
Regenerate native plants and shrubs lost through the introduction of
imported varieties.
2.
Reintroduce native trees such as the Bottlebrush and Banksia to
encourage native birds.
3.
Native grasses to assist in stabilising the friable soils around the
coastline of the Reserve.
The combatting of weeds on the reserve is a continuing battle that is slowly being
won by carefully directing our resources to areas most in need of regeneration. The
work was delayed by the Covid Lockdown and was undertaken from 23rd August
2021 to 8th October 2021. The NHLRLMB was extremely pleased with the contractor
who meet our expectations in delivering an excellent result.
The work areas are shown in the yellow polygons on the aerial below.

BEFORE

AFTER
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CALL FOR NEW VOLUNTEERS!
The NHLRLMB is seeking new volunteers.
Coast Care Volunteers
The Coast Care Volunteers are always looking for people to join them in the ongoing
work involved in bush regeneration on the reserve. The NHLRLMB provides shirts and
equipment. If you want to become involved just turn up at the Stables about 10.00am
on a Tuesday when they break for morning tea or email NHLRboard@outlook.com
expressing your interest, and someone will contact you.

Tower Tour Guides and Stables Shop Assistance
Being a Tower Tour Guide is very rewarding. You get to interact with different people
from all over. New volunteers receive on the job training in the history of the light and
provided with Reserve Shirts. Tour groups are small and personal with two or three
guides.
If volunteering a few hours a week would suit you please email
NHLRboard@outlook.com expressing your interest and we will contact you.
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Donation to NSW Heritage Fleet based in Darling Harbour, Sydney
NSW.
In the NHLRLNB’s April 2021 Newsletter we reported that a small Drummond Bros
Limited (Surrey UK) lathe was donated to the Norah Head Lighthouse approximately
three years ago. Due to it having no relationship to Norah Head Lighthouse we have
donated it on to NSW Heritage Fleet based in Darling Harbour, Sydney NSW.

It was built and installed on an English merchant ship in the early 1900’s and was
initially operated by a foot treadle similar to early sewing machines. The ship and the
lathe survived two world wars.

The NHLRLMB is pleased to report that the lath has been fully restored by the Sydney
Heritage Fleet volunteers and is being used for demonstrations.
It was just lucky that Neil Rose knew a volunteer at the heritage fleet. He offered them
the lathe and they were thrilled to take it. An all-round good result!
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New Grant Applications Successful
The NHLRLMB’s Chair of the Governance Committee, Ian McNaught as been successful
in obtaining approval to two new grant applications in November 2021.
Grant 1 - NSW Government's "Community Building Partnership 2021"
This Grant was obtained on behalf of the
NSW State Government by David Harris
MP, Member for Wyong.
It is for the purchase of a tractor and trailer
for use by the Volunteers at Norah Head
Lighthouse Reserve.
Monies granted - $18,870.00
It is proposed to use the money to
purchase a Linhai T Boss 550 Side x Side
4wd Utility Farm Buggy. It is suitable for
property that has land with difficult terrain
such as our Reserve. It has extended steel
tipping tray with folding down removable
sides. It has a comfortable, modern and
stylish interior gives you plenty of space to
move in and out of the buggy.
Grant 2 - Central Coast Council "Community Development Grant Program"
Purchase of a Shade House for volunteers
to propagate seedlings for the Coast Care
Volunteers and Vacuum Cleaners for the
Tour Guides to clean the Lighthouse Tower
Monies granted - $4,995.00
The site chosen for the proposed 6m x 3m
shade house is behind the stables. It will
contain benches and a spray watering
system.
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STIMULUS FUNDING NEWS
2020 Stimulus Funding – New Storage workshop

11th November 2021 the NHLRLM Board formally advised Convert Homes it has accepted
their quotation in the amount of $144,081.00, including GST, for the construction of the
new Storage Workshop on the Reserve.
Construction is scheduled to commence on 31st January 2022 and is estimated to take 8
to 10 weeks

2021 Stimulus Funding – Upgrade of Reserve’s Electricity Supply
The NHLRLM Board formally agreed to manage the calling and assessment of Public
Tenders that are needed for this work when it signed the Deed of Agreement to accept
the funding.

The NHLRLMB invited tenders for the upgrade of the electrical supply to 3 phase, involving
poles and wires and associated connections to existing infrastructure for the Norah Head
Lighthouse Reserve, 40 Bush Street, Norah Head, NSW, 2263. In November, tenders were
advertised in the Sydney Morning Herald, the Newcastle Herald, the Daily Telegraph, and
the local Central Coast Community News publications. The closing date for Tenders is 3rd
December 2021.
Part 1 of the tender was for the upgrade supply to approved Ausgrid Design AN22369.
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Part 2 Upgraded Power To New And Existing Norah Head Lighthouse Reserve
Infrastructure
There are 6 tasks in this auxiliary work
2.1 Connection to Quarters
2.2 Upgrade Toilets Fuse Box
2.3 Connection to the Stables
2.4 Connection to Sewer Pumps
2.5 Office External Power
2.6 New Event Power Outlet

The work must be completed by June 2022. Details of the successful Tenderer will be
announced in the January 2022 Newsletter.

___________________________________
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Lighthouse Donation Pipe

Page 10 of 10

